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SUBJECT/TITLE
An ACT relating to crimes and punishments

SPONSOR
Representative Steve Riggs

MANDATE SUMMARY

Unit of Government:

City;
X
County;
X
Urban County Government

Program/

Office(s) Impacted:
 Local Jails

Requirement:
X
Mandatory

Optional

Effect on

Powers & Duties
X
Modifies Existing

Adds New

Eliminates Existing

PURPOSE/MECHANICS

The measure amends KRS 17.170 to require the collection of blood samples for DNA testing from certain felons in the custody of the Department of Corrections after the effective date of the measure.  Blood samples would be collected from felons convicted of Burglary I and II, and violent offenders as defined by KRS 439.3401.

FISCAL EXPLANATION/BILL PROVISIONS
ESTIMATED COST

The fiscal impact of BR 346 on local government is indeterminable, but would likely be minimal.  The Department of Corrections averages 245 admissions per year for Burglary I or II, and 120 admissions per year for violent offenders who are not also listed as sex offenders.  (Sex offenders are required to submit DNA samples under current law.)  Approximately 10% (37) of the additional felons would serve their sentences in local jails.  The Department of Corrections would be required to bear the cost of obtaining samples drawn from felons housed in county jails, as well as the cost of mailing the samples to the Kentucky State Police.

The Department of Corrections presumes the Kentucky State Police will provide the collection kit at no cost in the same manner that sex offender collection kits are provided.  It is also presumed that the Kentucky State Police will continue to bear all costs related to DNA sample storage, sample analysis and data maintenance and storage.  

According to an official with the Department of Corrections, it is assumed that jailers will have the DNA samples collected by their jail nursing staff or contract with some other medically qualified personnel to collect samples and mail the test kits to the Kentucky State Police Lab in Frankfort.  The Department of Corrections estimates the actual cost of sample collection at $18.00, with an additional $.80 mailing expense.  It is presumed that the Department would reimburse local jails for the expenses, if not paid directly by the Department.  It is also presumed that the collection kits would be provided by the Kentucky State Police at no cost to the county jail.

Additional expenses could be incurred by local jails in the collection process, such as mileage and staff expense, when prisoners required to submit DNA samples are housed in their facilities and must be taken to a medical facility to have samples extracted when technicians are unavailable to go to the county jail.  Reimbursement of the indirect expenses incurred by the local jails would be necessary to keep the entire collection process cost free to local governments.

DATA SOURCE(S)
Norman Lawson (LRC Staff)

Ken Dressman (Department of Corrections)

Harold Taylor (Kentucky Jailers Association)
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