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SUBJECT/TITLE
An ACT relating to public safety.

SPONSOR
Representative Johnnie Turner

MANDATE SUMMARY

Unit of Government:
X
City;
X
County;
X
Urban County Government

Program/

Office(s) Impacted:
 Local law enforcement

Requirement:
X
Mandatory

Optional

Effect on

Powers & Duties

Modifies Existing
X
Adds New

Eliminates Existing

PURPOSE/MECHANICS

The measure requires the Secretary of the Justice Cabinet to create a model policy to govern police motor vehicle pursuits, and to create a motor vehicle pursuit reporting procedure.  Additionally, the measure requires local law enforcement agencies to create and administer policies relating to police motor vehicle pursuits or adopt policies created by the Secretary.  

FISCAL EXPLANATION/BILL PROVISIONS
ESTIMATED COST

The fiscal impact of BR 1279 (HB 539) on local governments is indeterminable, but is expected to be minimal.  The measure requires local law enforcement agencies to create policies and reporting procedures related to police motor vehicle pursuits.

The measure will require the Kentucky Law Enforcement Council to disseminate to local law enforcement agencies the model motor vehicle pursuit policy created by the Secretary of the Justice Cabinet, no later than December 15, 2002.  Local law enforcement agencies will be required to submit to the Secretary of the Justice Cabinet a motor vehicle pursuit policy within 180 days that meets or exceeds the model policy.  The measure also requires local law enforcement agencies to adhere to reporting procedures established by the Secretary of Justice.

To comply with the measure local law enforcement agencies will have to establish policies governing vehicle pursuits and reporting requirements.  Local law enforcement agencies that have existing policies will have to establish new policies that comply with the measure.  Staff training will be necessary to insure compliance features of the measure.  Planning for coordination of inter and intra jurisdictional boundaries must occur between agencies.

Establishing policies governing this type of police activity may assist in limiting liabilities of local law enforcement and local governments.  Many incidents of vehicle pursuit may involve inter and intra jurisdictional boundaries.  Consistent policies of law enforcement governing operating procedures, could assist local governments in the event of liability associated with this activity.

Currently no reporting requirements exist for this type of law enforcement activity.  The measure will establish reporting requirements that could provide data which could be used to further enhance law enforcement policies and procedures addressing this activity.
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