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SUBJECT/TITLE
Local Government Ordinance Summaries

SPONSOR
Representative Mike Denham

MANDATE SUMMARY

Unit of Government:
X
City;

County;
X
Urban County Government

Program/

Office(s) Impacted:
 City legislative bodies

Requirement:
X
Mandatory

Optional

Effect on

Powers & Duties
X
Modifies Existing

Adds New

Eliminates Existing

PURPOSE/MECHANICS

HB 548 provides that cities electing to publish an ordinance in summary will no longer be required to have that summary certified by an attorney.  Under the provisions of the bill, it will be sufficient to have a summary of an ordinance prepared under the supervision of an attorney.

FISCAL EXPLANATION/BILL PROVISIONS
ESTIMATED COST

The fiscal impact of HB 548 on local governments is indeterminable, but is expected to be minimal.  By removing the requirement to have ordinance summaries certified by an attorney, it is believed that cities will see some modest cost reduction in the development of the summaries.  By requiring only that the ordinance summary be prepared under the supervision of an attorney, it is thought that paralegals or other staff may be enabled to prepare and draft the ordinance summary under supervision.  This may result in lower hourly costs for the drafting of the summaries and lead to a reduction in the cost of developing the summary.  Officials felt this measure would be particularly beneficial to smaller cities with limited budgets.

DATA SOURCE(S)
Joseph Pinczewski-Lee, LRC; Steve Gregory, Department for Local Government; Joe Ewalt, Kentucky League of Cities;
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