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AN ACT relating to the licensing of drivers.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   KRS 186.450 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
A person fifteen-and-a-half (15 1/2) years of age may apply for an instruction permit to operate a motor vehicle if the person provides written proof to the circuit clerk that the person is currently enrolled in an approved driver's education course. If the person withdraws from the driver's education course prior to successful completion of the course, the entity conducting the driver's education course shall immediately notify the cabinet and the person's instruction permit shall be immediately revoked. A person whose instruction permit is revoked under this subsection shall not be eligible to re-apply for an instruction permit until the person is at least seventeen (17) years of age. For the purposes of this subsection, an approved driver's education course means a driver's education course administered by a school district or a driver training school licensed under KRS Chapter 332, if in addition to classroom instruction, the course includes at least fifty (50) hours of on-the-road certified driving experience with ten (10) of the fifty (50) hours certified as nighttime driving experience.[who is at least]
(2)
A person sixteen (16) years of age may apply for an instruction permit to operate a motor vehicle. A person who possesses a valid motor vehicle operators' license or a person who is at least eighteen (18) years of age may apply for an instruction permit to operate a motorcycle. A holder of either a motor vehicle or motorcycle instruction permit may also operate a moped under that permit.

(3)
A person applying for an instruction permit under this section shall make application in the office of the circuit clerk in the county where the person lives. A person applying for an instruction permit shall be required to comply with the following:

(a)
If the person is under the age of eighteen (18), the instruction permit application shall be signed by the applicant's parent or legal guardian. If the person does not have a living parent or does not have a legal guardian, the instruction permit application shall be signed by a person willing to assume responsibility for the applicant pursuant to KRS 186.590; and

(b)
All applicants for an instruction permit shall comply with the examinations required by KRS 186.480.

(4)[(2)]
If an applicant successfully passes the examinations required by KRS 186.480, the applicant shall be issued an instruction permit upon payment of a six dollar ($6) fee pursuant to KRS 186.531.

(5)[(3)]
An instruction permit shall be valid for one (1) year and may be renewed. A person under the age of twenty-one (21) at the time of application for an instruction permit shall have the instruction permit a minimum of one hundred eighty (180) days before applying for an operator's license. A person who is at least twenty-one (21) years of age at the time of application for an instruction permit shall have the instruction permit a minimum of thirty (30) days before applying for an operator's license.

(6)[(4)]
A person shall have the instruction permit in his possession at all times when operating a motor vehicle, motorcycle, or moped upon the highway. When operating a motor vehicle, a motor vehicle instruction permit holder shall be accompanied by a person with a valid operator's license who is at least twenty-one (21) years of age occupying the seat beside the operator at all times.

(7)[(5)]
A person with an instruction permit who is under the age of eighteen (18) shall not operate a motor vehicle, motorcycle, or moped between the hours of 12 midnight and 6 a.m. unless the person can demonstrate good cause for driving including, but not limited to, emergencies, involvement in school related activities, or involvement in work related activities.

(8)[(6)]
A person under the age of eighteen (18) who accumulates more than six (6) points against his driving privilege may have the driving privilege suspended pursuant to KRS Chapter 186 or probated by the court.

(9)[(7)]
An applicant for relicensing after revocation shall pay the clerk a fee of twenty-five dollars ($25). The twenty-five dollar ($25) fee shall not apply to any person whose license was suspended for failure to meet the conditions described in KRS 186.411 when, within one (1) year of suspension, the driving privileges of such individuals are reinstated and persons reinstated pursuant to KRS 159.051.

Section 2.   KRS 186.990 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
Any person who violates any of the provisions of KRS 186.020, 186.030, 186.040, 186.045(2), 186.050, 186.056, 186.060, 186.110, 186.130, 186.140, 186.160, 186.170, 186.180(1) to (4)(a), 186.210, 186.230, or KRS 186.655 to 186.680 shall be guilty of a violation.

(2)
Any person who violates any of the provisions of KRS 138.465, 186.190, or 186.200 shall be guilty of a Class A misdemeanor.

(3)
A person who violates the provisions of KRS 186.450(6) or (7)[(4) or (5)] shall be guilty of a violation. A person who violates any of the other provisions of KRS 186.400 to 186.640 shall be guilty of a Class B misdemeanor.

(4)
Any clerk or judge failing to comply with KRS 186.550(1) shall be guilty of a violation.

(5)
If it appears to the satisfaction of the trial court that any offender under KRS 186.400 to 186.640 has a driver's license but in good faith failed to have it on his or her person or misplaced or lost it, the court may, in its discretion, dismiss the charges against the defendant without fine, imprisonment, or cost.

(6)
Any person who steals a motor vehicle registration plate or renewal decal shall be guilty of a Class D felony. Displaying a canceled registration plate on a motor vehicle shall be prima facie evidence of guilt under this section.

(7)
Any person who violates the provisions of KRS 186.1911 shall be guilty of a Class A misdemeanor.

(8)
Any person who makes a false affidavit to secure a license plate under KRS 186.172 shall be guilty of a Class A misdemeanor.

(9)
Any person who violates any provision of KRS 186.070 or 186.150 shall be guilty of a Class A misdemeanor.

(10)
Any person who operates a vehicle bearing a dealer's plate upon the highways of this Commonwealth with intent to evade the motor vehicle usage tax or registration fee shall be guilty of a Class A misdemeanor for the first offense and a Class D felony for each subsequent offense.

(11)
Any person, other than a licensed dealer or manufacturer, who procures a dealer's plate with intent to evade the motor vehicle usage tax or registration fee shall be guilty of a Class D felony.

(12)
Any resident who unlawfully registers, titles, or licenses a motor vehicle in any state other than Kentucky with intent to evade the motor vehicle usage tax or the registration fee shall be guilty of a Class A misdemeanor if the amount of tax due is less than one hundred dollars ($100), or of a Class D felony if the amount of tax due is more than one hundred dollars ($100), and in addition shall be liable for all taxes so evaded with applicable interest and penalties.
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