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AN ACT relating to the waterways of the Commonwealth.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

SECTION 1.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 235 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
A person shall not operate a vessel within or through a designated bathing area or within any area of the waters of this state that have been buoyed off designating it as an area in which vessels are prohibited.

(2)
A person shall not operate a vessel that has not been documented by the United States Coast Guard as a commercial vessel at a speed that is greater than idle or at a speed that creates a wake within three hundred (300) feet of any marina, boat docking facility, boat gasoline dock, launch ramp, recreational boat harbor, harbor entrance, or within any area of the waters of this state that have been buoyed off or marked as a "no wake" area. The provisions of this subsection shall not apply to a special community event that has been authorized by the United States Coast Guard.

(3)
A person shall not operate a vessel in any area of restricted or controlled operation in violation of the provisions of this section.

(4)
A person shall not operate a vessel within three hundred (300) feet of an official diver's flag unless the person is tendering the diving operation.

(5)
All areas of restricted or controlled operation established in subsection (1) of this section shall be marked by a buoy or sign designating the restriction. All waters surrounded by or lying between a buoy or sign and the closest shoreline are designated as the restricted or controlled area.

(6)
Markings on buoys designating areas of restricted or controlled operation shall be spaced to show all around the horizon. Lineal spacing between the buoys shall ensure one (1) buoy is readily visible from the next adjacent buoy under normal atmospheric conditions. Colors or symbols shall not be used on buoys or signs used to mark restricted or controlled waters unless the color or symbol has been approved by the commissioner.

(7)
All state and local governments with jurisdiction over restricted or controlled waters may place buoys or signs on the waters. A local government may apply to the commissioner for permission to place buoys or signs on state waters within its territorial limits.

(8)
A person shall not place a buoy or sign on the waters of this state unless the person complies with the provisions of this chapter.

(9)
A person shall not permit a vessel to be operated on the waters of this state in violation of this section.
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