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SUBJECT/TITLE
An Act relating to elections.

SPONSOR
Rep. Adrian Arnold

MANDATE SUMMARY

Unit of Government:

City;
X
County;
X
Urban County Government

Program/

Office(s) Impacted:
County Boards of Election 

Requirement:
X
Mandatory
X
Optional

Effect on

Powers & Duties
X
Modifies Existing

Adds New

Eliminates Existing

PURPOSE/MECHANICS

HB 559/SCS provides precinct reporting requirements and imposes possible sanctions on large precincts.  HB 559/SCS permits the State Board of Elections to require a written report from the county board of elections on each election precinct exceeding seven hundred votes cast in the last regular election.  The measure also allows the State Board of Elections, at its discretion, to withhold from a county reimbursement for election expenses for precincts with more than 1,500 registered voters, except in specified circumstances.  HB 559/SCS also allows the use of supplemental paper ballots for precincts with a small number of registered voters with approval of the State Board of Elections.

FISCAL EXPLANATION/BILL PROVISIONS
ESTIMATED COST

The fiscal impact of HB 559/SCS on county governments is indeterminable, but likely would be minimal.  

Counties with precincts having more than 1,500 registered voters may incur an added expense.  The county may either have to forego the state's reimbursement of $255 per precinct for the precincts exceeding 1,500 voters, or incur the cost of redistricting the precincts so that they encompassed less than 1,500 registered voters. As of July 2001, there were 108 precincts in thirty-four counties with over 1,500 registered voters. (See Attachment.)  In the future, counties may need to ensure that their precincts remain under 1,500 registered voters, thereby incurring some additional oversight and administrative costs.

HB 559/SCS also allows, under the approval of the State Board of Elections, precincts with a small number of voters to utilize supplemental paper ballots rather than purchasing, renting or borrowing from a larger precinct an electronic voting machine.  Counties who had small precincts and who chose to petition the State Board of Elections to use supplemental paper ballots may see some cost savings.  The definition of a small precinct has not yet been defined, therefore it is not possible to determine how many precincts would be eligible to apply for permission to use supplemental paper ballots.  There would not be any cost increase for counties who utilize supplemental paper ballots because each precinct would already have a paper ballot box and supplemental paper ballots.

The report on each election precinct exceeding seven hundred votes cast in the last general election, if required, should be provided with a minimum of expense.
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