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MEASURE'S PURPOSE:  2002 HB 565 creates a new section of KRS Chapter 311 requiring the State Board of Medical Licensure to promulgate administration regulations that establish standards and procedures to be followed by physicians in the diagnosis and treatment of intractable pain.  Allows a physician to treat an individual, who has been diagnosed with intractable pain, with dangerous drugs in amounts or combinations that may be appropriate when treating other medical conditions.  Provides the diagnosis be made according to accepted and prevailing standards and only after the individual has been evaluated by one or more physicians who specialize in the area of the body that is being treated.  Requires records be maintained by the physician and outlines when a Physician may or may not be subject to disciplinary action.  Requires the State Board of Medical Licensure to approve at least one continuing medical education course that assists physicians in diagnosing and treating intractable pain within ninety (90) days of the effective date of this section.

PROVISION/MECHANICS:  Creates a new section of KRS Chapter 311 to provide for the measure’s purpose.

FISCAL EXPLANATION:  There is no fiscal impact of 2002 HB 565.
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