
CORRECTIONS IMPACT STATEMENT
BR#
872


Bill Number:
HB 571 GA 
Subject:  
AN ACT relating to intimidation and retaliation against participants in the legal process


Sponsor(s):   Rep Richards, et al
Introduction Date:     
Assignment Date:
     
Due Date:
     
Text of Legislation:  

Retain original provisions with the following exceptions: add attorney defending a criminal case as participant in legal process; eliminate increase of penalties for intimidating a participant in the legal process or retaliating against a participant in the legal process and retain penalties as Class D felony; make technical correction to change retaliating against a witness to retaliating against a participant in the legal process.



Summary Impact -- Indicate affected service levels, workloads, staff and program areas (describe any coordination issues with other state/external agencies or groups): 

3/1302

This bill increases the penalty for Tampering with a Witness and Jury Tampering to a Class D felony, currently a misdemeanor.  The Department of Corrections (DOC) estimates that this provision may add approximately one additional inmate per year with an average two-year sentence (average 15.4 months time-served).

Fiscal Impact -- Also include increased/decreased administrative cost and whether new fund sources would be required (identify fund sources, and GOPM staff person consulted): 
The DOC estimates that increasing the penalty for Tampering offenses noted above to a Class D felony may result in approximately one additional inmate in FY03 at a cost of approximately $10,500 and approximately two additional inmates in FY04 at a cost of approximately $13,500.

NOTE: In all cases, consideration should be given to the cumulative impact of all bills that increase the felon population or that impose new obligations on the Department of Corrections.

Will Administrative Regulations be required or will existing regulations need revision?    

Yes  

No
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