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SUBJECT/TITLE
An Act relating to cemeteries

SPONSOR
Reginald Meeks

MANDATE SUMMARY

Unit of Government:
X
City;
X
County;
X
Urban County Government

Program/

Office(s) Impacted:
 local government

Requirement:
X
Mandatory
X
Optional

Effect on

Powers & Duties
X
Modifies Existing
X
Adds New

Eliminates Existing

PURPOSE/MECHANICS

HB 572/GA creates a new section of KRS 370 relating to historic cemetery preservation and establishes the Kentucky Historic Cemetery Assistance Program to provide financial and technical assistance to cemeteries through grants to local governments and other eligible entities.

FISCAL EXPLANATION/BILL PROVISIONS
ESTIMATED COST

The fiscal impact of HB 572/GA on local governments is indeterminable.  Only those local governments that own or operate a cemetery would be affected by this legislation.  There are currently 80 cemeteries in Kentucky that are owned or operated by a local government.  Local governments who do own or operate a cemetery may apply for grants from the Kentucky Historic Cemetery Assistance Program for equipment, technical consulting, repair of tombstones, monuments and other similar objects, fencing, purchase and placement or markers or signage or other embellishments denoting the historical significance of the cemetery, and wages for nonrecurring and nonroutine maintenance of a cemetery.  These grants could result in additional revenue for the above mentioned local governments.

In addition, newly created Sections 26 and 29 apply to local governments who own or operate a cemetery.  Section 26 requires that if an operator of a cemetery is informed or becomes aware that it has improperly interred a body or cremated remains, the burial container must be disinterred, identified as the correct burial container, and properly reinterred under the supervision of a licensed funeral director.  The operator must also notify the next of kin of the deceased and inform them of the improper interment and when the disinterment and reinterment will take place.  The expenses associated with the disinterment and reinterment shall be paid by the cemetery.  

Section 29 specifies that the owner or operator of a cemetery must keep sufficient records of the specific location of every burial and interment in the cemetery after the effective date of this Act.  This may place added administrative and personnel cost on those local governments who own or operate a cemetery.
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