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SUBJECT/TITLE
An Act relating to animals

SPONSOR
Rep. Roger Thomas

MANDATE SUMMARY

Unit of Government:

City;
X
County;

Urban County Government

Program/

Office(s) Impacted:
 Animal Control, local government

Requirement:
X
Mandatory
X
Optional

Effect on

Powers & Duties
X
Modifies Existing

Adds New
X
Eliminates Existing

PURPOSE/MECHANICS

HB 576/GA requires that cats and ferrets be vaccinated against rabies and provides a fine for noncompliance.  The measure allows county governments to establish by ordinance a dog or kennel licensing program.  HB 576/GA also requires the Department of Agriculture to establish  standards for animal shelters.  Failure of counties to comply with these standards will result in prosecution.  The measure also gives additional responsibilities to animal control officers and shelters.

FISCAL EXPLANATION/BILL PROVISIONS
ESTIMATED COST

The fiscal impact of HB 576/GA on county governments is indeterminable but could be significant.  The measure requires all dogs, cats and ferrets to be vaccinated against rabies.  It also requires any dog, cat or ferret who bites a human being or is suspected of having rabies to be quarantined for a period not to exceed 180 days or to be destroyed and tested for rabies.  In addition, a wild or exotic animal which bites a human being or is suspected of having rabies must be destroyed and tested for rabies.  In the event that the animal's ownership is not known, the cost of the quarantine and testing would be the responsibility of the county government.  

HB 576/GA may increase the number of animals requiring quarantine, euthanasia, or rabies testing, and may therefore place additional costs on county governments.  According to a representative from the Jefferson County Animal Control and Protection, the average cost per day of housing an adult animal is $5 and the average cost per day of housing an animal under eight months old is $3.  The average cost of euthanizing an animal through injection is $1.80 per dog and .60 per cat.  These figures do not include personnel costs or costs for other drugs that may be needed, such as tranquilizers.  

HB 576/GA allows county governments to establish by ordinance, a dog or kennel licensing program.  Previously, the county administered the state licensing program and was allowed to keep .25 for each license sold.  If a county chooses to establish its own dog and kennel licensing program, there would be some administrative cost associated with its start up.  Since county governments are already issuing dog and kennel licenses, there should not be any significant increase in costs for county governments.  However, currently, county governments only retain $0.25 from each license sold.  If a county chose to establish its own licensing program, they may see an increase in revenue generated from the sale of these licenses.  It is believed that only 8 to 12% of all dogs in Kentucky are licensed.  According to the Department of Agriculture, in fiscal year 2000-01 there were 99,535 dog and kennel licenses sold, of which the counties received $45,738.  The amount of increased revenue received by county governments who chose to administer their own licensing programs would depend on the licensing fees imposed and the number of animals licensed.

HB 576/GA requires the Department of Agriculture to establish standards for animal shelters.  Failure of counties to comply with these standards will result in prosecution.  County governments may incur additional costs associated with the enforcement of these standards or legal fees resulting from non-compliance.

HB 576/GA requires animal control officers to notify the owner of an impounded dog and to keep records on all impounded dogs, specifying the date impounded, date reclaimed, adopted or euthanized, sex, color, location picked up, and, if necessary, the description of illness or injury requiring euthanasia.  The measure allows an animal control officer to destroy any animal found abandoned and suffering and not properly cared for, or appearing to be injured, diseased, or suffering beyond recovery for any useful purpose.  Finally, the measure makes it the county's responsibility to enforce the licensing provisions of KRS 258.095 to 258.500.  These additional responsibilities may minimally increase expenses for county governments.
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