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MEASURE'S PURPOSE:  

HB 58 requires a county to create a “county cemetery board” unless such a board already exists.  The board may apply to the Department for Local Government for grants to restore and maintain cemeteries.  The maximum grant amount a board may apply for is $10,000 and the awarding of grants is based upon the availability of funds.

The Board shall consist of 5 volunteer members appointed by the county judge-executive with no more than 3 members from the same political party.  Members are required to have lived in the county for at least a year and have demonstrated an interest in cemetery preservation, genealogy, local history, or a related area.  Membership terms are one year and may be renewed.  The members will receive no compensation or reimbursement for their service.

The “County Cemetery Fund” is created in the Department for Local Government for the purpose of enabling local county cemetery boards to provide moneys to counties to restore and maintain nonprofit cemeteries.  The fund may receive state appropriations, gifts, grants, federal funds, revolving funds, and any other funds both public and private.  Balances in the Fund are required to be invested and income earned shall be returned to the Department for Local Government who may redistribute the funds to other counties which applied for grants.

PROVISION/MECHANICS:  

HB 58 creates new sections in KRS chapter 67 to provide for the measure’s purpose.

FISCAL EXPLANATION:  

The fiscal impact of HB 58 is dependent upon the funds available in the County Cemetery Fund.  The maximum amount a cemetery board may apply for is $10,000.  If every county had a cemetery board, and each board applied and was awarded the maximum allowable grant, and funds were available, the maximum fiscal impact would be $1.2 million ($10,000 – maximum grant x 120 counties).
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