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AN ACT relating to cemetery maintenance.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

SECTION 1.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 67 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
A county acting under authority of this section shall by ordinance create a board to be known as the "county cemetery board" unless a board of this kind already exists. The new or existing board may apply to the Department for Local Government for grants to restore and maintain cemeteries.

(a)
Grants may be provided only to nonprofit cemeteries that do not receive perpetual care funds pursuant to KRS 367.952.

(b)
Boards may apply for a maximum grant of ten thousand dollars ($10,000) contingent upon availability of funds.

(c)
Funds may be used as follows:

1.
Up to ten percent (10%) to purchase and maintain equipment including but not limited to hand tools, lawn mowers, and weed eaters; and

2.
Up to one hundred percent (100%) to pay for services including but not limited to mowing, tree trimming, and guarding and transporting prison labor for cemetery maintenance pursuant to KRS 441.125.
(2)
The board shall consist of five (5) volunteer members with no more than three (3) members of the same political party appointed by the county judge-executive. Members shall have lived in the county at least one year and shall have demonstrated an interest in cemetery preservation, genealogy, local history, or a related area. All members shall be appointed annually and may serve for succeeding terms. A chairperson shall be appointed from the membership during the board's first meeting, and an election shall be held annually thereafter. Any vacancy in the membership of the board shall be filled for the unexpired term by appointment of the county judge executive.
(3)
The board shall meet at least three (3) times per year in meeting space made available for its use by the fiscal court, and members shall receive no compensation or reimbursement for their service.

SECTION 2.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 67 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
There is established and created a "County Cemetery Fund" in the Department for Local Government for the purpose of enabling local county cemetery boards to provide moneys to counties to restore and maintain nonprofit cemeteries.

(2)
The fund may receive state appropriations, gifts, grants, federal funds, revolving funds, and any other funds both public and private. Moneys deposited in the fund shall be disbursed by the State Treasurer.

(a)
Any unallocated or unencumbered balances in the fund shall be invested as provided in KRS 42.500(9).

(b)
Any income earned from the investments along with the unalloted or unencumbered balances in the fund shall not lapse and shall be returned to the Department for Local Government and may be redistributed to other counties which applied for grants.

(3)
The Department for Local Government shall promulgate administrative regulations related to grant applications, reporting forms, oversight, and other issues of importance to the board's operation.
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