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SUBJECT/TITLE
Autopsy report availability

SPONSOR
Representative Greg Stumbo

MANDATE SUMMARY

Unit of Government:

City;
X
County;
X
Urban County Government

Program/

Office(s) Impacted:
 Coroner's offices, law enforcement offices

Requirement:
X
Mandatory

Optional

Effect on

Powers & Duties
X
Modifies Existing

Adds New

Eliminates Existing

PURPOSE/MECHANICS

BR 1958 restricts the release of autopsy photographs, video or audio recordings or other visual 

images to specific individuals and entities.

FISCAL EXPLANATION/BILL PROVISIONS
ESTIMATED COST

The fiscal impact of BR 1958 on local governments is indeterminable, but should be minimal.  The measure affects mainly the office of county coroner, whose office determines the cause of death in certain instances.  While a medical examiner or pathologist may conduct the medical examination to determine cause or manner of death, the coroner is the officeholder who is responsible for records related to such examinations.

Whereas copies of autopsy reports, photographs and associated records are available to the public now under the Open Records Law, the bill will restrict the release of autopsy photographic and video images, and audio recordings to a spouse or personal representative of a decedent, law enforcement and related agencies, and the courts.  But the measure does not prevent the inspection of photographs, video or audio recordings, or other visual images related to an autopsy.  Provisions in the bill may lessen administrative time and the cost and effort involved in making the video or audio copies available to the public, although the public will be given the opportunity to view the records.  But officials indicated that requests from persons other than the family of the decedent, law enforcement, insurance companies and the like are not very common.

The measure establishes that a first offense violation is a Class A misdemeanor and each subsequent offense is a Class D felony.  County governments could be affected under this provision if violations result in jail time.  Generally, counties are required to provide for the entire incarceration of misdemeanor offenders and for the detention of Class D felony offenders up until shortly after the felony offenders are sentenced.  Also, law enforcement agencies could be affected if a violation requires an investigation.  Any fines collected for violations will be paid to the Crime Victims' Compensation Fund.
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