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AN ACT relating to the designation of the official state outdoor drama theatre.

WHEREAS, Pioneer Playhouse in Boyle County, Kentucky, was founded in 1950, and has been called the "Granddaddy" of Kentucky Outdoor Dramas; and

WHEREAS, in the fifties and sixties, the Pioneer Playhouse received national attention as the "King of Summer Stocks" in New York trade magazines; and

WHEREAS, during the early years of its illustrious history, Pioneer Playhouse served as a school of drama training ground for several famous actors, including John Travolta, who in 1969, as a 15 year old, appeared at Pioneer Playhouse in the Ephraim McDowell Story; Lee Majors, better known as the Six Million Dollar Man, who was only 20 years old while training at Pioneer Playhouse; Bo Hopkins, who has made over 60 films, who was 18 years old when he appeared at the Playhouse; and Jim Varney, a Lexington native, best known for his "Hey Vern" commercials, who was at the Playhouse in 1972 and 1973; and

WHEREAS, more than 3,000 other aspiring actors have strode across the stage of the Pioneer Playhouse;

NOW THEREFORE,

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

SECTION 1.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 2 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

The Pioneer Playhouse at Danville in Boyle County is named and designated by the State of Kentucky as the official outdoor drama theatre of Kentucky.
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