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MEASURE'S PURPOSE:  2002 HB 616 creates a new section of KRS 311.530 to 311.620 requiring the State Board of Medical Licensure to develop an individual profile of each physician holding a valid license issued under KRS 311.350 to 311.620.  The profile shall be made available to the public upon request and transmitted, at no charge, both in printed and computerized form.  Each profile shall include: the names and location of each medical school the physician attended; any specialty board certification the physician has; the jurisdictions and hospitals the physician has privileges to practice; the address of the physicians primary practice; the names of any medical school on whose faculty the physician has served; a listing of publications written and published by the physician; listing of community service activities; a listing of all medical malpractice judgements; a listing of felonies or misdemeanors; and information that the board shall compile regarding health care provider performance.  The board shall not charge for any expenses incurred in the transmittal of the profile.  A copy of the profile shall be provided to each physician prior to its release.

Amends KRS 311.565 requiring the board to develop an individual profile of each physician holding a license.  Requires the board to establish a toll-free telephone number to answer inquires.  Requires each provider to update the information in writing by notifying the board within thirty days after each occurrence of an event that is required in the profile.  Allows the board to issue a citation to any provider who fails to submit and update the required information and to fine the provider up to fifty dollars for each day the provider is not in compliance. 

PROVISION/MECHANICS:  Amends KRS 311.565 and creates a new section of KRS 311.530 to 311.620 to provide for the measure’s purpose.  

FISCAL EXPLANATION:  HB 616 requires the State Board of Medical Licensure to develop and maintain an individual profile of approximately 12,500 physicians. Although the actual fiscal impact relating to the provisions of HB 616 is indeterminable, expenditures are estimated to be approximately $300,000 each fiscal year.  For illustrative purposes, expenditures would involve establishing 2-3 full-time positions to compile and maintain the data, additional office space, computer programming and hardware expenses, and necessary travel.  HB 616 also states that the board shall not charge for any expenses incurred in the transmittal of the profile, therefore, all expenses incurred would be in addition to the boards current budget.  

HB 616 also requires the board to institute a toll-free hotline to answer inquiries.  The cost for operating a toll-free hotline is approximately 6.5 cents per minute of usage.  The fiscal impact is indeterminable due to the inability to forecast the amount of usage of the hotline.

In addition, in cases of non-compliance with the provisions of the Act, the Board is authorized to levy up to $50 per day.  No estimate is made as to the amount that may be collected pursuant to this authority.
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