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MEASURE'S PURPOSE:  2002 HB 617/GA amends KRS 311.530 to replace the Dean of the University of Louisville School of Medicine with the Vice Dean for Clinical Affairs on the State Board of Medical Licensure.  

Amends KRS 311.535 to eliminate the provision allowing appointed members on the Board who held office as of January 1, 1986, to continue to hold office until the expiration of their respective terms.

Amends KRS 311.545 by eliminating the provisions transferring all unexpended funds and records formerly maintained by the State Board of Health to the Board of Medical Licensure.

Amends KRS 311.550 by adding and redefining the terms as defined in KRS 311.530 to 311.620 and KRS 311.990(4) to (6). 

Amends KRS 311.560 to allow physicians employed by a sports entity visiting Kentucky for a specific sporting event to engage in the practice of medicine or osteopathy within this state without a valid and effective license or permit issued by the board.  Eliminates the reference to physician assistants among the exceptions to prohibit the practice of medicine or osteopathy without a license.

Amends KRS 311.565 to allow the board, when they deem appropriate, the ability to obtain criminal history information regarding applicants from the National Crime Information Center and to require the licensee to reimburse the board for the costs of the administrative proceedings including consultant fees if the licensee has violated any provision or disciplinary regulation of the board.

Amends KRS 311.571 to extend an applicant a fellowship training license for a renewable period of one year.  Provides the board the discretion to grant a visiting professor license after considering the applicant meets the qualifications for a regular license, is licensed to practice medicine in other states or countries, and has provided recommendation of the program director of an accredited medical school that confirms the applicant’s employment.

Amends KRS 311.572 to permit the board to issue a provisional permit to practice medicine and shall not approve an application for a provisional permit until a final order on the matter has been issued.

Amends KRS 311.575 to replace the duties pertaining to the issuance and cancellation of temporary permits from the secretary to the executive director of the State Board of Medical Licensure.

Amends KRS 311.580 to include fellowship training license and provisional permits among the forms of licenses and permits approved by the board.  Replaces the duties of signing or approval of each certificate within the board from the secretary to the executive director.

Amends KRS 311.586 by eliminating the initial reporting requirements for a physician to report a change of address to the board. 

Amends KRS 311.590 to replace the duties pertaining to the falsification of statements from the secretary to the executive director of the board.

Amends KRS 311.591 dividing the membership of the board into two hearing panels of seven members rather than six.  Allows the president to be a permanent member of either panel and to have the power to serve as a member of either panel when necessary to achieve a quorum.  Includes the inquiry panel findings to include no evidence of a violation of any medical practice act and if there is insufficient evidence of a violation to warrant the issuance of a complaint.

Creates a new section of KRS 311.530 to 311.620 to provide that when a hearing panel imposes discipline the panel may fix the appropriate sanction for the violation, but withhold imposition of the sanction under an order of probation for a period of not more than five years.  Requires the board to investigate information that a licensee has violated the terms of the probation.  Outlines what the investigation findings of the hearing panel may include.  Outlines the terms, conditions and procedures to revoke probation served on the physician.  Allows the panel to order a physician, who has been inactive for at least two years, to complete a board-approved clinical competency examination.  Provides that failure of a physician to successfully complete the examination shall constitute an admission that the physician is unable to practice medicine.  Provides that a physician whose license has been suspended the opportunity to demonstrate their competency and skill to resume the practice of medicine.  

Amends KRS 311.592 to include, for the purposes of a hearing conducted on an emergency order to suspend, limit, or restrict a physician license, the findings of fact in the emergency order shall constitute a rebuttable presumption of substantial evidence of a violation.  Permits hearsay to be admissible within the hearings and serve as a basis of the board’s findings.

Amends KRS 311.595 to allow the board to deny an application or reregistration for a license if the licensee has been unable or is unable to practice medicine by reason of mental or physical illness or other condition that adversely affects cognitive, motor, or perceptive skills, or by reason of an extended absence from the active practice of medicine.

Amends KRS 311.597 to include among the dishonorable, unethical, or unprofessional conduct of a character the prescription or dispensing of medication in response to any communication transmitted or received by computer or other electronic means if the licensee fails to verify that the person requesting medication is in fact who the patient claims, uses accepted medical practices in establishing a diagnosis, and maintains current medical records.

Amends KRS 311.605 to eliminate the reporting guidelines of the county board of health.  Permits the board to restrain the practice of medicine by an individual who is not licensed to practice medicine or to an individual who is currently practicing medicine in violation of an emergency order of restriction or suspension.  Allows a petition for injunction to be filed in Jefferson Circuit Court, in the county of residence of the respondent, or in the county in which the acts are alleged to have been committed.  

Amends KRS 311.616, 311.618 and 311.619 to replace the Kentucky Committee on Impaired Physicians with an impaired physicians program and replaces references to the committee with the program in the Acts.  Allows the board to promulgate administrative regulations to implement and to expend any funds necessary to provide for operational expenses of a program formed under the provisions of this Act.  

Creates new sections of KRS Chapter 311 to define the term "Supervision" as overseeing the activities of and accepting of responsibility for the medical services rendered by a physician assistant.  Establishes the Physician Assistant Advisory Committee under the jurisdiction of the Kentucky Board of Medical Licensure and establishes membership, responsibilities and reimbursement expenditures.  Outlines issuing and renewing procedures for a physician assistants certification by the board.  Provides that examination, educational and training programs shall be approved by the board and accredited by the Commission on Education for physicians assistants or it predecessor or successor agencies.  Provide that training programs for the provision of general or regional anesthesia shall be accredited by the Commission on Allied Health Education.  Defines “medical emergency” and sets standards for issuing an emergency permit to a physician assistant.  Allows the board to revoke, suspend, deny, or restrict the certification of a physician assistant after giving notice and providing an opportunity for a hearing.  Provides that the inquiry board may issue an emergency order to suspend, limit, or restrict the physician assistant's certification if they have probable cause that the physician assistant has violated the terms of an agreed order.  Outlines the limitations of an emergency order and temporary suspensions.  Limits the ability of a physician to supervise a physician assistant without approval of the board and outlines procedures a physician must follow in order to be approved by the board as a supervising physician and outlines the duties and requirements of the supervising physician. Directs that a physician may supervise a maximum of four (4) physician assistants, but not more than two (2) at any one time.  Provides guidelines and procedures for the physician assistant in performing medical services, evaluating and treating emergency situations, prescribing and administering drugs, billing for services and performing anesthesia.   Allows for a physician assistant who was practicing as an anesthesiology assistant in Kentucky prior to the effective date of this Act to continue to practice as long as certain requirements are met.  

PROVISION/MECHANICS:  Amends KRS 311.530, 311.535, 311.545, 311.550, 311.560, 311.565, 311.571, 311.572, 311.575, 311.580, 311.586, 311.590, 311.591, 311.592, 311.595, 311.597, 311.605, 311.616, 311.618, 311.619, creates new sections of KRS Chapter 311 and repeals KRS 311.567 and 311.618 to provide for the measure’s purpose.

FISCAL EXPLANATION:  There is no fiscal impact of 2002 HB 617/GA.
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