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AN ACT relating to the Kentucky State Defense Force.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   KRS 37.170 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
The Governor is hereby authorized to enlist, organize, maintain, equip, discipline and pay when called into active field service a volunteer state defense force other than the National Guard, which shall constitute the active militia and shall be known as the Kentucky State Defense Force, which shall consist of able-bodied citizens who are residents of the State of Kentucky between the ages of eighteen (18) and sixty-four (64) who are not active members of a reserve component of the Armed Forces of the United States.

(2)
Whenever the President of the United States shall call any part of the National Guard of this state into active federal service, the Governor is hereby authorized to organize the Kentucky State Defense Force under such regulations as may be promulgated by the Governor or adjutant general.

(3)
The Governor shall have the power to alter, divide, annex, disband or reorganize any organization of the Kentucky State Defense Force whenever in his judgment the efficiency of the state forces will thereby be increased, and he shall have power to change the organization so as to conform to the regulations now or hereafter prescribed by the laws of the United States for the organization of the National Guard or militia.

(4)
Citizens who enlist in the Kentucky State Defense Force shall serve for a period of two (2) years. Upon completion of a two (2) year term, a member of the force may re-enlist. Upon leaving the service of the Kentucky State Defense Force, a member shall, if approved by the Adjutant General, be granted an honorable discharge.

(5)
All active members of the Kentucky State Defense Force shall be issued a photo identification card. This card shall remain in the possession of the member until the member leaves the force.

(6)
Active members of the Kentucky State Defense Force may place an appropriate decal on their motor vehicles indicating that they are members of the Kentucky State Defense Force.
Section 2.   KRS 37.210 is amended to read as follows:

All officers and enlisted men of the Kentucky active militia shall take the following[an] oath: "I, ______________________, do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will support and defend the Constitution of the United States and the Constitution of the Commonwealth of Kentucky against all enemies, foreign and domestic; that I will bear true faith and allegiance to the same; and that I will obey the orders of the Governor of Kentucky, the Kentucky Adjutant General, and the orders of the officers appointed over me, according to the administrative regulations of the Kentucky State Defense Force. So help me God."[similar to that required to be taken by commissioned officers and enlisted men of the National Guard.] Said oath when duly subscribed to shall be filed with and preserved by the adjutant general of Kentucky. The oath shall be administered to all officers by any person authorized to administer an oath. The commanding officers of the units are authorized and empowered to administer the oath to all enlisted men in their units.
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