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AN ACT relating to education networks that promote access to postsecondary education.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

SECTION 1.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 164 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
The General Assembly hereby recognizes the compelling need to improve Kentucky's high school graduation rates, college access, college-going rates, and education attainment of its citizens throughout the Commonwealth. Education networks composed of representatives from postsecondary education institutions, secondary education institutions, and other education entities can provide an important coordinating and research role to meet these needs. 
(2)
The Kentucky Access to Higher Education Network is hereby recognized as a pilot project, attached to Morehead State University, for the overall purpose of coordinating activities and programs to improve high school graduation rates, access to postsecondary education, college-going rates, and education attainment of citizens in the Kentucky Appalachian region, which includes all counties designated by the Appalachian Regional Commission. In carrying out this purpose, the network shall:
(a)
Promote and coordinate a network of education providers that include, but are not limited to representatives from the public and independent universities, community and technical colleges, local school districts, P-16 local councils, adult education providers, and other education entities;
(b)
Conduct research and deliver outreach programs to help revitalize the region's efforts through innovative education approaches;
(c)
Award mini-grants to local school districts through a competitive grant process to support a range of innovative retention and attainment programs, if funds are available;
(d)
Leverage resources with other agencies and projects that are designed to promote enhanced education attainment of citizens in the region;
(e)
Disseminate information about best practices for improving retention and increasing college-going rates;
(f)
Market information regarding the value of education attainment to the economic growth and vitality of the region; and
(g)
Carry out other functions to address the areas for improvement described in this section.


Morehead State University as fiscal agent for the network may receive funds from federal, state, and local sources and may accept private grants or donations to further the overall purpose of the network.
(3)
The Kentucky Access to Higher Education Network shall make a biennial report of its activities to the Interim Joint Committee on Education by October 1, 2003 and make recommendations as to the need and feasibility of establishing similar networks across the state. The network shall provide a copy of its report and recommendations to the Council on Postsecondary Education.
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