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AN ACT relating to the use of force by peace officers.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

SECTION 1.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 15A IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
For the purposes of this section, "law enforcement agency" means any agency of state, county, city, urban-county, or consolidated local government, or a combination of these, responsible for employing and directing the action of peace officers, including sheriffs and their deputies, sworn police officers, sworn enforcement officers of the Kentucky State Police, or other duly authorized state law enforcement agency whose officers are persons with authority to make arrests under the provisions of KRS 403.760(2).

(2)
The secretary of the Justice Cabinet, or a designee, in consultation with the Department of Criminal Justice training, the Kentucky Law Enforcement Council, and the Kentucky Criminal Justice Council, shall develop the following:

(a)
A written model policy and procedures manual relating to the use of deadly and less-than-lethal force by peace officers which may be adopted by any law enforcement agency in Kentucky. This model policy shall include:

1.
A purpose and value statement;

2.
Operational definitions;

3.
Definitions of the conditions under which force can and cannot be used;

4.
Restrictions on using only the force necessary to accomplish lawful objectives;

5.
A restriction on deadly force to cases where an officer reasonably believes that the action is in defense of human life, including the officer's own life, or in defense of any person in immediate danger of serious physical injury;

6.
Definitions of reasonable belief, serious physical injury, and similar terms that are used to qualify use of force;

7.
Procedures for ensuring the provision of appropriate medical aid after use of force incidents; and

8.
Consequences of a use of force violation;

(b)
A written model policy and procedures manual relating to the reporting and monitoring of use of deadly and less-than-lethal force incidents by peace officers which may be adopted by any law enforcement agency in Kentucky. This model policy shall include:

1.
A reporting requirement whenever an officer uses or is alleged to have used force;

2.
Administrative review of use of force incidents;

3.
A procedure for reviewing use of force reports;

4.
An annual analysis of the use of force by the agency's officers;

5.
Recordkeeping procedures; and

6.
Details of monitoring practices; and

(c)
A use of force booklet detailing suggested best practices in use of force situations for free distribution to Kentucky law enforcement agencies, based upon the finding and conclusions of a focus group composed of law enforcement executives and officers, academics, and legal advisors established by the secretary of the Justice Cabinet for the purpose of recommending the content of the booklet.

SECTION 2.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 15A IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
The Department of Criminal Justice Training, in consultation with the Kentucky Law Enforcement Council, shall develop and implement a series of workshops and training sessions for:

(a)
 Kentucky law enforcement executives that focus on the policy, legal, training, monitoring, and reporting issues associated with police use of force, including an opportunity for the executives to have independent and confidential evaluation of their agencies' use of force policies and practices; and
(b)
Police supervisors that focus on the control, monitoring, and investigation of police use of force, including an opportunity for the supervisors to have independent and confidential evaluation of their agencies' use of force policies and practices.
(2)
Training offered under this section may be used on an hour-for-hour basis to satisfy a portion of an attendee's annual in-service training requirement under KRS 95.955.

SECTION 3.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 15A IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

The Department of Criminal Justice Training, in consultation with the Kentucky Law Enforcement Council, shall:
(1)
Conduct observational research on the actual administrative and field practices of Kentucky law enforcement officers that are associated with the use of force; and

(2)
Develop a centralized, independent, and uniform statewide clearinghouse for police use of force data collection and dissemination.

Section 4.   The secretary of the Justice Cabinet shall complete the responsibilities assigned under Section 1 of this Act by December 31, 2002.

Section 5.   The Department of Criminal Justice Training shall begin offering the workshops and training sessions required by Section 2 of this Act no later than January, 2003.

Section 6.   The Department of Criminal Justice Training shall begin its observational research duties assigned under Section 3 of this Act on the effective date of this Act and shall have the centralized statewide clearinghouse established in Section 3 of this Act operational by January 1, 2003.
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