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MEASURE'S PURPOSE:  HB 67/SCS requires the appropriate governing board of a local health department, or federally qualified health center, to have a written policy prior to Advanced Registered Nurse Practitioners (ARNPs) dispensing nonscheduled legend drugs (i.e. contraceptives) from the applicable facility ARNPs in health departments may dispense nonscheduled legend drugs from a list prepared by the Commissioner of Public Health.  Each prescription drug distributed or dispensed at the health department shall be recorded in the patient record.  The director of each health department would be responsible for keeping track of the inventory of stock medications and accounting for the medications dispensed and distributed.  Only a health department board having within its membership a registered pharmacist with a valid license shall be allowed to permit ARNPs to dispense non-scheduled legend drugs.  In addition, HB 67/SCS prohibits a health department from dispensing any device or medication, which would cause an abortion.

PROVISION/MECHANICS: HB 67/SCS creates a new section of KRS Chapter 212 to require the governing board of each local, district, and independent health department or federally qualified health clinic to have a written policy concerning the dispensing of nonscheduled legend drugs by an ARNP from a list prepared by the Commissioner of Public Health; requires that any health department which permits ARNPs to dispense nonscheduled legend drugs to have a registered pharmacist with a valid license on the governing board; and, requires all medications dispensed to be a part of the patient record and accounted for by the director of the health department.  In addition, HB 67SCS prohibits a health department from dispensing any device or medication which would cause an abortion.; amends KRS 314.011 to expand the definition of "dispense" to include the distribution of noncontrolled legend drugs in a local, district, and independent health department or federally qualified health clinic, subject to consent by the governing board of the health department or health clinic; and amends KRS 314.042 to permit the dispensing of a nonscheduled legend drug by an ARNP from a health department or health clinic subject to approval of the appropriate governing board.  

FISCAL EXPLANATION:  This bill has no fiscal impact, but establishes the authority of local health departments, or federally qualified health centers, to oversee the dispensing of  nonscheduled legend drugs by ARNPs.
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