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SUBJECT/TITLE
An ACT relating to seat belts.

SPONSOR
Representative Jodie Haydon

MANDATE SUMMARY

Unit of Government:
X
City;
X
County;
X
Urban County Government

Program/

Office(s) Impacted:
 Local law enforcement

Requirement:
X
Mandatory

Optional

Effect on

Powers & Duties
X
Modifies Existing

Adds New

Eliminates Existing

PURPOSE/MECHANICS

The measure amends KRS 189.125, regarding the use of seat belts.  Provisions that require motorists to be stopped for another reason before they can be cited for violation of the mandatory seat belt law will be deleted.  HCS2 to HB 68 requires the issuance of a courtesy warning rather than a citation between July 15, 2002 and July 1, 2003.  HCS2 to HB 68 requires that between July 1, 2003 and July 1, 2004, a person who prepays a fine for a seat belt violation will not be required to pay a court cost.  The HCS2 also prohibits law enforcement agencies from erecting roadblocks for the sole purpose of checking for seat belt violations.

FISCAL EXPLANATION/BILL PROVISIONS
ESTIMATED COST

The fiscal impact of HB 68 HCS2 on local governments is indeterminable, but is expected to be minimal.  The measure allows motorists to be cited under the mandatory seat belt law as a primary offense.  However, between July 15, 2002 and July 1, 2003 a courtesy warning and educational material will be issued, rather than a citation.  HCS2 to HB 68 establishes a fine not to exceed $25.00.  The fine will be subject to prepayment.  Between July 1, 2003 and July 1, 2004, a person who prepays the fine will not be required to pay court costs.  Law enforcement agencies will be prohibited from erecting roadblocks for the sole purpose of checking for seat belt violations.

It is impossible to predict how many motorists will be cited for violation of the mandatory seatbelt law under a primary offense provision.  However, in 1998 47,000 motorists were cited after being stopped for some other violation, and 77,000 were cited in 1999.

Local law enforcement personnel will not need additional training to comply with the measure.  However, additional duties will result from the measure if enacted.  Local law enforcement should be assisted in off-setting additional duties by revenues generated from citations after July 2004.  An official indicated a slight decrease in revenue from citations being issued on secondary offenses until 2004.  However, interviewees indicated less injurious accidents could result from motorists complying with the measure, resulting in less staff time involved responding to accidents.

DATA SOURCE(S)
John Snyder (LRC Staff)

Ted Collins (Franklin County Sheriff)

Mike Bischoff (KY Chiefs of Police Association)
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