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AN ACT relating to education research.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

SECTION 1.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 7 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
The Legislative Research Commission shall appoint an Education Research Technical Advisory Panel composed of no fewer than three (3) professionals or entities with nationally recognized expertise in education issues, but that may be expanded as needed to include additional expertise. The panel shall advise the Commission, the Education Assessment and Accountability Review Subcommittee, and the Office of Education Accountability on research studies that the subcommittee decides should be conducted, including advice on potential designees to conduct such research and potential research designs. The Commission is authorized to contract for the services and expenses of the panel members.

(2)
The panel, and the individual members thereof, shall be an information resource for the Legislative Research Commission. The panel shall offer advice through consensus, or through the advice of one (1) or more panel members, if so requested by the Commission, the Education Assessment and Accountability Review Subcommittee or, upon approval of the subcommittee, the Office of Education Accountability.

(3)
The Education Assessment and Accountability Review Subcommittee may, upon consideration of advice offered by the panel or upon its own initiative, recommend that the Legislative Research Commission approve contracting with a particular person or entity, which may include the Kentucky Institute for Education Research Board established by KRS 158.646, to conduct education research as defined by the subcommittee. Education research reports completed pursuant to this subsection shall be delivered to the subcommittee for its consideration. Upon acceptance by the subcommittee, the research reports shall be forwarded to the Legislative Research Commission.
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