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MEASURE'S PURPOSE:  2002 RS HB 7 amends KRS 159.010 to change the compulsory school age from 6 to 16 years of age to 6 to 18 years of age and remove the provision that a student may withdraw between the ages of 16 and 18 years of age with parental permission.

PROVISION/MECHANICS:  2002 RS HB 7 amends KRS 159.010 to change the compulsory school age from 6 to 16 years of age to 6 to 18 years of age and remove the provision that a student may withdraw between the ages of 16 and 18 years of age with parental permission; amends KRS 159.020 to conform. 

FISCAL EXPLANATION: The actual fiscal impact of 2002 RS HB 7 is indeterminable, but the cost could be significant.  The actual cost would depend upon the number of students who would currently withdraw from school at the age of 16 and not return and those who had previously withdrawn from school and would be required to return until the age of 18, except as provided for in KRS 159.030.

Kentucky Department of Education – Support Education Excellence in Kentucky (SEEK) Program:  The provisions of 2002 RS HB 7 would impact the FY 2002-2003 school year and may require some students who withdrew in FY 2001-2002 to return to school. However, data for FY 2001-2002 is currently unavailable.

Due to the lack of current data relating to the number of students who are between the ages 16 and 18 and have withdrawn from public schools, the following estimate is provided for illustrative purposes only and assumes the provisions of 2002 RS HB 7 would have been in effect during FY 2000-01.

In order to estimate the fiscal impact for FY 2000-01, data relating to FY 1999-2000 and FY 2000-01 must be analyzed.  Some students, who withdrew from public schools in FY 1999-2000, and were between 16 and 18 years of age, could have been under 18 years of age in FY 2000-01.  The provisions of 2002 RS HB 7 would have required those students who had not reached the age of 18 to return to school.  Approximately 5,900 students who were 16 through 18 years of age in FY 1999-2000 withdrew from public schools.  Assuming that 50% of those students who withdrew in FY 1999-2000 were still under 18 years of age in FY 2000-01, approximately 3,045 (5,900 X 50% = 2,950) would have been required to return to school.  Approximately 5,090 students who were 16 through 18 years of age in FY 2000-01 withdrew from public schools.  Therefore, the estimated number of withdrawn students who would have been required to stay in, or return to, school in FY 2000-01 would have been 8,040 (2,950 FY 1999-2000 students + 5,090 FY 2000-01 students = 8,040 total students).

The fiscal impact for FY 2000-01, therefore, would have been $24,071,800 ($2,994 X 8,040).  This cost is calculated by multiplying the budgeted base guarantee per pupil amount provided for the SEEK Program in FY 2000-01, $2,994 per pupil, by the total number of estimated withdrawn students who would have been required to stay in, or return to, school in FY 2000-01, 8,040 as estimated above.

The above cost estimates do not assume any additional support that may have been provided to local school districts for at-risk students, etc.  In the event no additional funds would have been provided to support the $24.1 million fiscal impact noted above, available funding support for the SEEK Program would have been recalculated and distributed among local school districts accordingly.  In addition, costs that may be required due to a lack of available classroom space are indeterminable.
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