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AN ACT relating to MTBE and ethanol.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

SECTION 1.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS 363.900 TO 363.908 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

The General Assembly finds that the fuel additive methyl tertiary butyl ether, known as MTBE, as a result of leaks in underground storage tanks, has contaminated groundwater in California and other states to such an extent that it has been banned in those states. The legislature further finds that, because Kentuckians rely on groundwater to a great extent both for drinking water and for industrial and agricultural purposes, the continued use of MTBE poses an unacceptable threat to public health.

SECTION 2.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS 363.900 TO 363.908 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
Beginning on January 1, 2006, the use of methyl tertiary butyl ether, known as MTBE, as a fuel additive shall be illegal in the Commonwealth of Kentucky. Importation, sale or storage of fuel containing MTBE shall be unlawful after that date.

(2)
Beginning on January 1, 2004, the General Assembly strongly encourages that all reformulated gasoline sold or offered for sale in the Commonwealth utilize domestically produced ethanol in place of MTBE or other gasoline additives.

(3)
In order to allow for an orderly transition, trace amounts of MTBE, not to exceed one-half of one percent (0.5%) by volume, will be allowed in gasoline.
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