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AN ACT relating to a consistent public policy for the provision of services to persons with disabilities and the frail elderly.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

SECTION 1.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 48 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

The General Assembly finds and declares that, in preparation of any budget in accordance with this chapter, consideration should be given to a consistent public policy for persons with disabilities and the frail elderly and their informal caregivers, providing them with the following rights and responsibilities:

(1)
The right to individual independence, dignity, privacy, and respect;
(2)
The right to individual choice regarding planning and managing of programs to assist with living in the community in the place of their choice;
(3)
The right to be educated about their rights and choices regarding state and local programs;
(4)
The right to a timely evaluation of their ability to live in or return to the community;
(5)
The right to appropriate community-based services and a full range of choices to support an integrated and seamless continuum of care; and
(6)
The right to a high quality of care, regardless of setting, whether the care is given in an institution, in the home, or in the community.
SECTION 2.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 205 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

The General Assembly finds and declares that persons with disabilities and the frail elderly and their informal caregivers should be supported by consistent public policy for the provision of care, with rights and responsibilities as follows:

(1)
The right to individual independence, dignity, privacy, and respect;
(2)
The right to individual choice regarding planning and managing of programs to assist with living in the community in the place of their choice;
(3)
The right to be educated about their rights and choices regarding state and local programs;
(4)
The right to a timely evaluation of their ability to live in or return to the community;
(5)
The right to appropriate community-based services and a full range of choices to support an integrated and seamless continuum of care; and
(6)
The right to a high quality of care, regardless of setting, whether the care is given in an institution, in the home, or in the community.
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