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MEASURE'S PURPOSE: HB 781/GA amends KRS Chapters 29A and 30A to revise the procedures used by the Court of Justice in the selection, administration, and payment of jurors.

PROVISION/MECHANICS:  

Section 1.  Amends KRS 29A.010 to delete reference to "jury wheel". 

Section 2.  Amends KRS 29A.040 to clarify who may be included on a jury list and to describe the process the AOC should use in updating the jury list. 

Section 3.  Amends KRS 29A.060 to delete the statutory jury selection process; to describe the methods of service of a jury summons; to delete references to "jury wheel"; and to describe the process to be followed in the event of an unanticipated shortage of available jurors.  

Section 4.  Amends KRS 29A.080 to delete references to "jury wheel" to provide that a Chief Circuit Judge may grant a permanent exemption from jury service, with certain conditions; and prohibit a person who has received restoration of civil rights by the Governor from serving as a juror.

Section 5.  Amends KRS 29A.100 to clarify procedures for excusing a juror on the date the juror is summonsed to appear.  

Section 6.  Amends KRS 29A.110 to delete references to "jury commission"

Section 7.  Amends KRS 29A.130 to change from 12 to 24 months the time period during which a person shall not be required to serve or attend court for prospective service as a petit juror for more than 30 days, serve on more than one grand jury, or serve as both a grand and petit juror. 

Section 8.  Amends KRS 29A.260 to conform with the provisions of the Act. 

Section 9.  Amends KRS 29A.330 to provide that the jury fee in Circuit and District Court be set in the Judicial Branch Budget Recommendation, in accordance with KRS 48.195 and to delete reference to the current $12.50 jury fee.  

Section 10.  Amends KRS 29A.990 to conform with the provisions of this Act. 

Section 11.  Amends KRS 30A.110 to delete reference to the jury commissioner and clarify language.  

Section 12.  Repeals KRS 29A.030, 29A.050, and 29A.120. 

FISCAL EXPLANATION: HB 781/GA has no fiscal impact. 
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