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SUBJECT/TITLE
Juries

SPONSOR
Representative Jesse Crenshaw

MANDATE SUMMARY

Unit of Government:

City;
X
County;

Urban County Government

Program/

Office(s) Impacted:
 Sheriff's Office

Requirement:

Mandatory
X
Optional

Effect on

Powers & Duties
X
Modifies Existing
X
Adds New

Eliminates Existing

PURPOSE/MECHANICS

HB 781/GA provides that the Chief Circuit Judge, or his designee, shall send the summons for jury service through first class mail.  In the event the service cannot be accomplished by first class mail, the court may cause the service to be made personally by the sheriff.

FISCAL EXPLANATION/BILL PROVISIONS
ESTIMATED COST

The fiscal impact of HB 782/GA on local governments is indeterminable, but is expected to be minimal.  Currently, jury summons may be delivered either personally by the sheriff, or by first class mail.  HB 782/GA requires that bills be mailed first.  If a summons is not deliverable by first class mail, the court may cause the service to be made personally by the sheriff.  The bill does not require the sheriff's office to deliver jury summons that are not deliverable by mail, but gives the court the discretion to require the sheriff to deliver summons that could not be delivered by mail.  The Franklin County Sheriff reported that Franklin County mails out between three hundred (300) to five hundred (500) summons for jury duty every sixty (60) days.  Of those mailed out, roughly twenty (20) to twenty-five (25) are returned.  Should the court elect to have the sheriff deliver the returned summons, the Franklin county sheriff indicated that he would have his deputies on the 3:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m. shift deliver the summons, since that would be the most likely time to catch people at home.  He indicated that the 3:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m. shift is already very busy, and the additional workload of hand delivering twenty (20) to twenty-five (25) summons every sixty (60) days could be problematic. 
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