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MEASURE'S PURPOSE: HB 824 requires the Cabinet for Health Services to promulgate administrative regulations to provide for reimbursement under the Medicaid home and community based service waiver to long term care facilities, including personal care homes, for services provided to individuals with acquired brain injury.

PROVISION/MECHANICS: HB 824 creates a new section of KRS 205.510 to 205.630 to provide for reimbursement to long term facilities, including personal care homes, for services provided to an individual with an acquired brain injury.

FISCAL EXPLANATION: The fiscal impact of HB 824 is indeterminable because the number of persons with acquired brain injury who would seek treatment under this provision is unknown.

Although this fiscal impact is indeterminable, the following information is provided:

According to a survey taken of Kentucky hospitals in 1997, there were 5,085 persons, which were treated for a brain injury and released.  Of these, 1,690 persons died, and 3,395 persons lived.

The Acquired Brain Injury Medicaid waiver program is designed to serve 110 persons statewide, and provides services such as case management, personal care, respite care and supported employment.

In FY 2000-01, Medicaid paid for 61 brain injury recipients with an average cost of $10,500 per recipient.  If the remaining 3,300 brain injury waiver recipients were served, the total cost to the Medicaid program would be $34.7 million (3,300 x $10,500 - $10.4 million state funds/$24.3 million Federal Funds).  

It costs approximately $23,000 per year to support a Medicaid recipient in a Nursing Facility bed, $55,000 for a Supports for Community Living slot and $78,000 for an Intermediate Care Facility for the Mentally Retarded/Developmentally Disabled bed.  Personal Care Beds are not reimbursable under the Medicaid program.
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