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AN ACT relating to emergency traffic control plans.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

SECTION 1.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 189 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
As used in this section:

(a)
"Business" means any individual or corporation engaged in a commercial, industrial, or manufacturing activity;

(b)
"Emergency" means an incident or situation that poses a major threat to a business due to a catastrophic failure of machinery or equipment that needs to be replaced immediately, regardless of the time of day. The term shall not include routine replacement or maintenance of machinery or equipment; and

(c)
"Facility" means all buildings, equipment structures, and other stationary items that are located on a single site or on contiguous or adjacent sites that are owned or operated by a business.
(2)
A business with a facility located within the Commonwealth may submit an emergency traffic control plan to the Transportation Cabinet. The purpose of the emergency traffic control plan is to help the Transportation Cabinet deal with the movement of overdimensional vehicles or equipment in the event of an emergency at a business facility.

(3)
An emergency traffic control plan shall identify all overdimensional machinery or equipment that would need to travel a public highway to address the replacement of machinery or equipment in the event of an emergency at a business facility. The plan shall also identify one (1) or more contact persons for the business that shall have the authority to notify the Transportation Cabinet of an emergency at the facility and the need to implement the emergency traffic control plan. The cabinet may charge a business a fee of twenty-five dollars ($25) to initially record an emergency traffic control plan. The cabinet shall not charge a business for the annual notification required under subsection (4) of this section.

(4)
A business shall notify the Transportation Cabinet on an annual basis as to whether the business needs to file an update to the emergency traffic control plan. If the business does not need to update the plan, the business shall notify the cabinet that the plan on file remains current.

(5)
The Transportation Cabinet shall identify a department at the central office in Frankfort that shall be responsible for receiving, recording, and updating emergency traffic control plans. Within five (5) working days of the receipt of an emergency traffic control plan, the cabinet shall submit a written receipt to the business notifying the business that the plan was officially received and recorded.

(6)
The Transportation Cabinet shall identify and ensure a department at the central office in Frankfort, or a person at each of the twelve (12) highway districts, or both, that shall be available twenty-four (24) hours a day, seven (7) days a week for a business to report by telephone an emergency and notify the cabinet that the business is implementing its emergency traffic control plan.

(7)
In the event of an emergency at a business facility, an authorized contact person shall immediately contact by telephone the department or person identified by the Transportation Cabinet under subsection (6) of this section. An emergency traffic control plan shall not be implemented until the cabinet gives a business oral confirmation of notification of the emergency. The cabinet shall ensure that prompt oral confirmation is given in all emergencies reported under this section.

(8)
A business that has properly submitted an emergency traffic control plan to the Transportation Cabinet shall be permitted to operate overdimensional vehicles on any public highway, subject to the provisions of this section, regardless of the time of day, day of the week, and regardless if the load is divisible or nondivisible.

(9)
Overdimensional vehicles operating under an emergency traffic control plan shall be required to meet cabinet requirements relating to escort vehicles, safety, and flag requirements.

(10)
Overdimensional vehicles operating under an emergency traffic control plan shall not exceed posted bridge weights or limits.

(11)
Any damage to the highway, signs, guardrail, or other public or private property caused by overdimensional vehicles operating under an emergency traffic control plan shall be the responsibility of the business. The business shall either repair all damage incurred or pay for the repair.

(12)
The Transportation Cabinet shall be prohibited from requiring a business to obtain any type of permit to move overdimensional vehicles operating under an emergency traffic control plan.
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