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MANDATE SUMMARY

Unit of Government:

City;
X
County;
X
Urban County Government

Program/

Office(s) Impacted:
 County jails, animal shelters, local law enforcement 

Requirement:
X
Mandatory

Optional

Effect on

Powers & Duties

Modifies Existing
X
Adds New

Eliminates Existing

PURPOSE/MECHANICS

BR 2082 defines the crime of sexual conduct with an animal and specifies that sexual conduct with an animal is a Class D felony, unless the act was done in the presence of a minor, or the act causes death or serious physical injury to the animal, in which case it shall be a Class C felony.  The bill further stipulates that the court may order the defendant to relinquish all animals residing in the defendant's household to a recognized or duly incorporated animal shelter or humane society.  The shelter or humane society is to be reimbursed for all reasonable costs for the care and maintenance of the relinquished animal(s) by the defendant.  Any peace officer acting under authority of this section may seize any and all animals involved in the alleged violation.  

FISCAL EXPLANATION/BILL PROVISIONS
ESTIMATED COST

The fiscal impact of BR 2082 on local governments, is indeterminable, but should be minimal.  As either a Class D or Class C felony, individuals convicted of the crime could serve the length of their sentence in the county jail.  The state would reimburse the county for housing those convicted, however, at a rate of $27.52 per day, commencing on the fifth day after sentencing.  Incarceration costs prior to the fifth day after sentencing would be borne by the county.  Other costs the county might incur under this bill would be the cost associated with training law enforcement officers in the provisions of the new crime.  These costs are expected to be minimal, however, since officers receive on-going training and training on the provisions of the bill could be incorporated into planned training with minimal impact.  Finally, while animal shelters and humane societies may experience some costs from housing animals seized under the provisions of the bill, these costs are to be reimbursed by the defendant.  Additionally, it is not anticipated that there will be a large number of occurrences of activities prohibited by the bill, therefore, cost to local governments will be minimized by the infrequency of occurrence.
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