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AN ACT relating to crimes and punishments.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

SECTION 1.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 525 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
A person is guilty of sexual conduct with an animal when he or she:

(a)
Engages in sexual conduct with an animal;

(b)
Causes, aids, or abets another person to engage in sexual conduct with an animal;

(c)
Permits any sexual conduct with an animal on any premises under his or her charge or control; or

(d)
Promotes, engages in the promotion of, or aids or abets any activity involving any sexual conduct with an animal for commercial or recreational purposes.

(2)
Sexual conduct with an animal is a Class D felony, unless the act:
(a)
Was done in the presence of a minor; or

(b)
Causes death or serious physical injury to the animal, in which case it is a Class C felony.

(3)
In addition to the penalty imposed in subsection (2) of this section, the court may:
(a)
Prohibit the defendant permanently or for a reasonable time from harboring an animal or residing in a household where an animal is present;

(b)
Order the defendant to relinquish and permanently forfeit all animals residing in the defendant's household to a recognized or duly incorporated animal shelter or humane society, and order the defendant to reimburse the shelter or humane society for all reasonable costs incurred for the care and maintenance of an animal involved in the violation of this section; and

(c)
Order a psychological examination and counseling for the defendant, at the defendant's expense.

(4)
Nothing in this section shall be construed to prohibit generally accepted animal husbandry practices or generally accepted veterinary medical practices performed by a licensed veterinarian or veterinary technician.
(5)
Any peace officer acting under authority of this section may seize any and all animals involved in the alleged violation. The defendant charged with violating this section shall be provided with a hearing to determine the disposition of any seized animal.
(6)
As used in this section, unless the context otherwise requires:

(a)
"Animal" means every creature, either alive or dead, other than a human being; and

(b)
"Sexual conduct with an animal" means any touching of an animal with the genitals or any touching of the genitals or anus of an animal with the purpose of arousing or gratifying sexual desire.
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