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A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION establishing a task force to study the long-term funding needs for Fire Safety and Emergency Medical Service Providers of the Commonwealth of Kentucky.

WHEREAS, in the wake of the events of September 11, 2001, the need for firefighters and emergency medical service personnel to train and work together to meet the ever changing safety and security challenges has become more evident; and 

WHEREAS, a cooperative effort among these agencies to operate together will play a large role in qualifying for federal money distributed for the use of homeland security and dealing with incidents involving weapons of mass destruction;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, the Senate concurring therein:

Section 1.   The Legislative Research Commission is directed to establish a task force to study the need for long-term funding of fire protection services and emergency medical services of the Commonwealth. The task force shall have the following responsibilities:

(1)
Identify sources of immediate and long-term funding for firefighters and emergency medical service providers for education and training, equipment, administrative and other necessary services; 

(2)
Identify deficits in current funding for firefighters and emergency medical service providers;

(3)
Consider appropriate possibilities for coordination and consolidation of fire and emergency medical services where beneficial; and 

(4)
Review retirement and health insurance premiums for all firefighters and emergency medical service providers in the Commonwealth.

Section 2.   The President of the Senate shall appoint three (3) members of the Senate and the Speaker of the House shall appoint three (3) members of the House of Representatives to the task force. The President of the Senate shall appoint one (1) legislative member as a co-chair, and the Speaker of the House shall appoint (1) legislative member as a co-chair of the task force. The House and Senate chairmen of the Interim Joint Committee on Local Government shall serve as ex officio members. In addition to the legislative members, the task force shall consist of the following members, one-half of which, in each of the following categories, shall be appointed by the President of the Senate and one-half of which shall be appointed by the Speaker of the House of Representatives:

(1)
Two (2) mayors of cities that operate fire and emergency medical services;

(2)
Two (2) county judge/executives from counties that operate fire and emergency medical services; 

(3)
Two (2) administrators of licensed class 1 ground ambulance providers; and

(4)
Two (2) representatives of private insurance companies that provide coverage for ambulance services. 

The membership shall also consist of the following members:

(1)
The chairman of the Kentucky Board of Emergency Medical Services;

(2)
The executive director of the Kentucky Board of Emergency Medical Services; 

(3)
The chairman of the Commission on Fire Protection Personnel Standards and Education; and

(4)
The executive director of the Commission on Fire Protection Personnel Standards and Education.

Four (4) members appointed by the Legislative Research Commission, with one (1) member representing each of the following interests:

(5)
The Kentucky Ambulance Providers Association;

(6)
The Kentucky Association of Fire Chiefs;

(7)
The Kentucky Firefighters' Association; and 

(8)
The Kentucky Professional Firefighters' Association.

Section 3.   Upon their appointment, members of the task force shall meet at least three (3) times prior to September 1, 2002. The task force shall submit a final report of its findings and recommendations no later than September 1, 2002, to the Legislative Research Commission and the Interim Joint Committee on Local Government.

Section 4.   Provisions of this resolution to the contrary notwithstanding, the Legislative Research Commission shall have the authority to alternatively assign the issues identified herein to an interim joint committee or subcommittee thereof, and to designate a study completion date.
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