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A JOINT RESOLUTION directing the Tourism Development Cabinet to study the feasibility of expanding West Virginia's Hatfield-McCoy Trail into eastern Kentucky.

WHEREAS, the Hatfield-McCoy Recreation Area, a multi-use, 300 mile recreational trail system in eight counties of southern West Virginia, opened in October 2000, with proposed expansion into Virginia and Kentucky, to ultimately encompass 2,000 miles of trail; and

WHEREAS, the White House Millennium Council designated the Hatfield-McCoy Recreation Area as one of 16 National Millennium Trails, recognized for celebrating America's past and embracing its future; and

WHEREAS, in the Trailhead Facilities Economic Impact Study, the United States Army Corps of Engineers estimates that the initial 300 mile trail system will create 1,572 new jobs and each year bring 303,424 visitors to the area and $51,730,000 to the local economy; and

WHEREAS, eastern Kentucky's rugged natural beauty, rich Hatfield-McCoy heritage, need for economic stimulus, and lack of multi-use trails provide an ideal environment for expansion of the Hatfield-McCoy Recreation Area;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Tourism Development Cabinet shall conduct a comprehensive study of expanding West Virginia's Hatfield-McCoy Recreation Area into eastern Kentucky.  In its study, the Tourism Development Cabinet shall consider the feasibility and cost of:


(1)
Establishing this trail system on private land in eastern Kentucky;


(2)
Maintaining this trail system;


(3)
Insuring against the liability of public recreational use of private land; and


(4)
Incorporating this trail system into West Virginia's existing Hatfield-McCoy Recreation Area.

Based on its findings, the Tourism Development Cabinet shall recommend entities best suited to administer the Kentucky portion of the Hatfield-McCoy Recreation Area.

Section 2.   The study shall begin not later than August 1, 2002, and the Tourism Development Cabinet shall submit its report and recommendations to the Legislative Research Commission for distribution to appropriate committees not later than September 1, 2003.
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