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A RESOLUTION declaring May Day as a day to honor Kentucky coal miners.

WHEREAS, Kentucky coal miners, in the arduous nature of their work and the key contribution of their labor to the state's economy, epitomize the best of working men and women; and

WHEREAS, the labor of coal miners produces the fuel that generates over 50 percent of the electricity that makes the comfort and productivity of American life possible; and

WHEREAS, the labor of coal miners directly contributes around $153,000,000 in severance tax income annually to the state and county governments, annual sales tax revenues of approximately $438,000,000 to the state, and indirectly leads to the employment of three Kentuckians for each coal miner working; and

WHEREAS, the widespread social benefits resulting from coal mine labor is gained at a high personal risk borne by the individual miner working in conditions that despite continuous efforts cannot be made 100 percent safe;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   That on May 1 of each year Kentucky coal miners should be recognized for their special contributions to the state and national economy.

Section 2.   That the Commissioner of the Department of Mines and Minerals, the Secretary of the Labor Cabinet, and the state offices of the United Mine Workers of America are encouraged to work with county governments, schools, other state agencies, federal agencies, and media outlets to establish celebrations and commemorations of coal miners on May 1 of every year.

Section 3.   That this Resolution be sent to the Commissioner of the Department of Mines and Minerals, the Secretary of the Labor Cabinet, and to the state offices of the United Mine Workers of America.
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