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A RESOLUTION honoring Father George Clements for his tireless devotion to the human race and adjourning in his honor.

WHEREAS, it is appropriate for this august body to acknowledge the contributions of special individuals who enrich the lives of our fellow citizens; and 

WHEREAS, the tireless and unending effort of Father George Clements as founder of One Church - One Child, a program dedicated to the acquisition of adoptive parents for homeless African-American and biracial children, has lead to the successful adoption of over 100,000 children; and 

WHEREAS, the work of Father George Clements as developer and administrator of One Church - One Addict, a project dedicated to the recruitment of faith communities to participate along with health care and educational organizations in supporting recovering addicts, has lead to the participation of over 1,000 churches in 35 states; and 

WHEREAS, Father George Clements has laid the groundwork for implementation of One Church - One Inmate, a proposal dedicated to the recruitment of faith communities to provide aftercare for men and women who have been incarcerated; and 

WHEREAS, Father George Clements is an internationally known humanitarian, who is directly responsible for building successful coalitions in support of economic and social justice, and who has been an active soldier in the war on drugs having successfully organized movements to enact laws prohibiting the sale of drug paraphernalia; and 

WHEREAS, Father George Clements has dedicated his life to improving the lives of the least fortunate throughout the world, has assisted numerous African students matriculate and obtain degrees of higher education in the United States, and, because of his outstanding humanitarian contributions, has been designated a Chief of the Yoruba Tribe in Imeko, Nigeria; and

WHEREAS, Father George Clements was born in Chicago, Illinois on January 26, 1932, graduated from Corpus Christi Elementary School and Quigley Seminary, studied at St. Mary of the Lake Seminary, earned a Bachelor of Arts degree and a Masters degree in Philosophy, received a Bachelor of Arts in Sacred Theology, became an ordained priest of the Archdiocese of Chicago in May 1957, and served as pastor of Holy Angels Church from 1969 to 1991; and 

WHEREAS, Father George Clements is a founder of the Black Catholic Clergy Caucus, is a founder of the African-American Police League, became the first priest to adopt a child and subsequently adopted three additional children, and has been featured in an award-wining film about his life produced and broadcast by NBC, entitled "The Father Clements Story";

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   This honorable body does hereby express its heartfelt appreciation to Father George Clements for his diligent devotion to the people of this nation.

Section 2.   This venerable institution does hereby recognize and honor Father George Clements for his service to the people of this nation.

Section 3.   When the House of Representatives adjourns this day, it does so in honor of Father George Clements.

Section 4.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is hereby directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Father George Clements, National One Church One Child, 1522 K Street, Suite 450, Washington, DC 20005.
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