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A RESOLUTION expressing support for the establishment of  the National Underground Railroad Freedom Center.

WHEREAS, The Underground Railroad is an American saga whose themes of freedom, cooperation, and courage reverberate throughout history. It is the story of the many enslaved blacks, free blacks, whites, and Native Americans who assisted the runaways and provided for their safe passage, food, and shelter on the road to freedom; and

WHEREAS, the National Underground Railroad Freedom Center will be a 158,000 square foot museum and learning center that will open in 2004 on the banks of the Ohio River joining Ohio and Kentucky. The Freedom Center will be set on the northern bank of the Ohio River in Cincinnati which was the "River Jordan" to many escaping slaves and the last natural barrier to the "Promised Land" and freedom; and

WHEREAS, the Freedom Center's exhibits will trace the rise and downfall of slavery during the very period when the United States proclaimed itself the citadel of freedom. They will also recount the exceptional lives of both legendary and little-known individuals in the Underground Railroad; and

WHEREAS, guests will travel along a re-created Underground Railroad route through virtual reality simulation and will experience both the fear and exhilaration that accompanied escape and emancipation; and

WHEREAS, visitors to the Freedom Center will have the opportunity to exchange their reactions and ideas about what they have seen and heard. An open, continuous dialogue on the subject of freedom is a key mission of the Freedom Center and an urgent priority in today's increasingly complex world; and

WHEREAS, the Freedom Center offers a broad range of educational programs tailored for children, adults, and teachers. "Freedom Curriculum" tools will offer middle-school teachers the latest research and scholarship on the Underground Railroad period and enable them to access additional research and historical materials online; and

WHEREAS, each week the Freedom Center's Web-site, www.undergroundrailroad.org, enlightens thousands of web visitors on Underground Railroad facts  and offers such visitors an immediate way to express their thoughts on the meaning of freedom; and

WHEREAS, a research institute will electronically network museums, colleges, libraries, schools, and research centers throughout the United States. Students and scholars will be able to tap into the network to exchange the latest research on slavery as well as historical and contemporary freedom movements around the world; and

WHEREAS, Freedom Stations are being established throughout the country including many at known Underground Railroad sites as part of a nationwide network, with the Freedom Center at its hub, to share new research on the antebellum period and stimulate ideas on how the lessons of history might apply to ongoing search for freedom today;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Kentucky House of Representatives encourages political, religious, county, union, and business leaders to stand together to support the National Underground Railroad Freedom Center.

Section 2.   The Kentucky House of Representatives encourages:

(1)
Promoting the use of Underground Railroad site preservation grants via the National Underground Railroad Network to Freedom Act of 1998 by Kentucky historians and preservationists;

(2)
Promoting travel and tourism of Underground Railroad sites in Kentucky and throughout the United States; and

(3)
Promoting the National Underground Railroad Freedom Center as an educational museum and learning center that will inspire guests and foster a renewed commitment to strengthen and promote freedom everywhere.
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