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A RESOLUTION adjourning the House of Representatives in honor of Captain Trey Rawls, United States Air Force.

WHEREAS, Captain Trey Rawls was born on June 24, 1969, a native of Lexington, Fayette County, Kentucky; he is the loving son of Sharon Culp, and he is the devoted husband of Scotta Lynn Baker Rawls, and the proud father of two daughters, Keegan Ashley Rawls and Karson Sue-Ann Rawls; and

WHEREAS, Captain Trey Rawls graduated from Lafayette High School in 1987, and he graduated from the University of Kentucky in 1992 with a degree in electrical engineering, while under a full scholarship from the United States Air Force ROTC program; and, after which time he earned his master's degree in organizational management at George Washington University in Washington, D. C., while also working as an intern for high-ranking Pentagon officials; and

WHEREAS, in January 2001, Captain Trey Rawls, as a F-15 pilot, joined the 60th Fighter Squadron of the 33rd Fighter Wing at Eglin Air Force Base in Ft. Walton Beach, Florida, the largest Air Force base in the world; and

WHEREAS, Captain Trey Rawls is among 42 Air Force officers selected to attend the prestigious 48-week Air Force Test Pilot School at Edwards Air Force Base in California; test pilot school is comprised of rigorous academics, simulator training, and flight exercises, and graduates leave fully capable of testing any type of aircraft and aircraft system likely to be encountered throughout their careers, including all Air Force aircraft and some from other services and countries; and test pilots push these aircraft to their maximum limits to assure their capabilities during combat; and

WHEREAS, many space shuttle pilots have segued from test pilot squadrons into the space program at NASA, including Astronauts John Glenn, "Gus" Grissom, Chuck Yeager, Guy Gardner, Joe H. Engle, Ronald W. Yates, Eileen Collins, and Pam Melroy; and piloting a spacecraft is an ultimate goal of Captain Trey Rawls; and

WHEREAS, while Captain Trey Rawls has accomplished so very much during his career in the United States Air Force, he would be the first to acknowledge that the Grace of God is indeed awesome and phenomenal, and his strong religious beliefs have played a large role toward his success, and because of his strong convictions, he was chosen as the keynote Prayer Breakfast speaker at Eglin Air Force Base on February 6, 2002, the National Day of Prayer; and

WHEREAS, until Captain Trey Rawls reports to the Test Pilot School, he will continue to utilize his considerable skills flying combat air patrols in support of the Homeland Defense effort;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The House of Representatives is honored to recognize our native son, Captain Trey Rawls, not only for his outstanding achievements during his career in the United States Air Force, and his dedicated service to the citizens of this great country, but also as a man of insight, vision, and compassion, and one who has proven to be an element of invincible strength to all the lives he has touched. We are indeed proud that Captain Trey Rawls is a Kentuckian, and we wish to him continued success in all future endeavors.

Section 2.   When the House of Representatives adjourns this day, it does so in honor of Captain Trey Rawls.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is hereby directed to transmit copies of this Resolution to Captain Trey Rawls, 721 Osceola Circle, Eglin AFB, Florida 32542; and to Mrs. Sharon Culp, 2108 Maura Trace Drive, Lexington, Kentucky 40513.
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