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A RESOLUTION declaring February 28, 2002, as Kentucky African-American Heritage Commission Day and recognizing the 2002 African-American Heritage Forum.

WHEREAS, the Kentucky African-American Heritage Commission was created by Executive Order of former Governor Brereton Jones in 1994, and authorized by the Kentucky General Assembly in 1996; and

WHEREAS, the African-American Heritage Program is a valuable and noteworthy effort, established as a branch within the Kentucky Heritage Council; and

WHEREAS, the Kentucky African-American Heritage Commission is dedicated to the preservation and protection of all meaningful vestiges of Kentucky's African-American heritage; and 

WHEREAS, the Kentucky African-American Heritage Commission serves in an advisory capacity for the agencies of the Education, Arts and Humanities Cabinet on issues pertaining to African-American history and heritage preservation; and

WHEREAS, the Kentucky African-American Heritage Commission also serves as an advocate for the preservation, conservation, and interpretation of significant buildings, sites, neighborhoods, documents, artifacts, and lifeways that represent and embody African-American heritage; and

WHEREAS, the mission of the Kentucky African-American Heritage Commission is to identify and promote awareness of the significant African-American influences upon the history and culture of Kentucky, along with the many and varied contributions African-Americans have made to our social and cultural life within the Commonwealth of Kentucky; and

WHEREAS, the First Annual African-American Heritage Forum will convene on February 28, 2002, with a theme "Looking Back...Moving Forward: Discovering, Preserving, and Sharing Kentucky's African-American Heritage in the New Millennium."; and 

WHEREAS, the African-American Heritage Forum is unique in nature because it is the first statewide attempt to bring together university historians, preservationists, grass root organizations, and community leaders to establish a statewide agenda for the preservation of African-American heritage;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The House of Representatives does hereby declare February 28, 2002, as Kentucky African-American Heritage Commission Day, and recognize February 28, 2002, as the date of the First Annual African-American Heritage Forum.

Section 2.   The House of Representatives does hereby acknowledge the invaluable services of the Kentucky African-American Heritage Commission, the Kentucky Heritage Council, the Martin Luther King, Jr. Commission, Kentucky State University, and the Education, Arts & Humanities Cabinet to the citizens of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, and calls upon the citizens of the Commonwealth of Kentucky in recognizing and participating in the special observance.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is hereby directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Mr. David L. Morgan, Executive Director, Kentucky Heritage Council, 300 Washington Street, Frankfort, Kentucky 40601.
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