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A RESOLUTION adjourning the House of Representatives in loving memory and honor of Walter "Mike" South.

WHEREAS, Walter "Mike" South was born December 2, 1946, in Beards Fork, West Virginia, and he traversed these earthly bounds on July 19, 2001, after battling Black Lung disease for nearly 20 years; and

WHEREAS, Walter "Mike" South was the son of a former coal miner; he was the devoted husband to Kathryn South; he was the loving father of two daughters; and he was the proud grandfather of one grandchild; and

WHEREAS, Walter "Mike" South, being just like his father, began his career as a coal miner while in his twenties and continued to work in the coal mines for eleven and one-half years holding various positions including a general laborer, a picker at the table, and an outside carpenter, until 1982 when he was diagnosed with debilitating Black Lung disease; and

WHEREAS, Walter "Mike" South, being awarded federal black lung benefits in 1989, worked tirelessly every minute of every day from that point on, towing his oxygen tank with him and struggling to catch his breath as he worked to build stronger and more effective coalitions between the Black Lung Associations, the United Mine Workers of America (UMWA), the Black Lung clinic programs, and various other associations throughout the country; and

WHEREAS, Walter "Mike" South in 1994 was recognized for his commitment and hard work for all miners, was elected president of the National Black Lung Association where he helped to establish new black lung chapters throughout the country, traveling throughout the coalfields organizing and educating all miners, and devoted himself to reforming the Federal Black Lung Benefit Program, and in 1997 Mike's hard work paid off as new proposed federal regulations were issued and later implemented as law in 2001; and

WHEREAS, all who knew and admired Walter "Mike" South will grieve over their loss, and he is mourned across the Commonwealth and the entire Appalachian region;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The House of Representatives does hereby express its profound sense of sorrow upon the passing of Walter "Mike" South, and extends to his family and many friends its most heartfelt sympathy.

Section 2.   The passion, dedication, and social consciousness Walter "Mike" South brought to all coal miners throughout the black lung community will never be forgotten, and his spirit and dream for justice for all victims of Black Lung disease will never be forgotten, and will continue on in those lives whom he touched.

Section 3.   When the House of Representative adjourns this day, it does so in loving memory and honor of Walter "Mike" South.

Section 4.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is hereby directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Mrs. Kathryn South, 1350 Beards Fork Road, Beards Fork, West Virginia 25173-9740.
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