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A RESOLUTION urging the United States President and Congress to take action to address the high cost of prescription medication and to enact a prescription drug benefit program for seniors.

WHEREAS, prescription drugs play an important role in the health care of not only all Kentuckians, but all United States citizens as well; and

WHEREAS, the share of prescription drug expenses paid by private insurance has increased substantially in the last ten years from 34% to 51%, yet nearly 25% of the nonelderly and almost 33% of Medicare beneficiaries do not have prescription drug coverage; and

WHEREAS, national spending for prescription drugs totaled $91 billion in 1998, or 9% of the nation's health care bill, more than doubling the amount spent in 1990; and

WHEREAS, the 6.7% average annual increase in retail prescription prices since 1991 has been higher than the 2.6% increase in the overall inflation rate, and this increase has combined with the high cost of newer, more expensive drugs and increased utilization to lead to the double-digit increases in spending for prescription drugs every year since 1985; and

WHEREAS, for the total prescription drug spending increases from 1993 to 1998, manufacturer price increases contributed 18%, increased utilization contributed 43%, and changes in the types of prescriptions (from older drugs to newer, more expensive drugs) contributed 39%; and

WHEREAS, the high cost of prescription drugs constitutes a national emergency, and the states require leadership from Congress to help address this emergency;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The President of the United States and the United States Congress are urged to work together to address the high cost of prescription medications, to study methods of increasing access to affordable prescription medications for all citizens, and to enact a prescription drug benefit program for seniors.

Section 2.   A copy of this Resolution is hereby directed to be transmitted to the President of the United States and to each member of the Congressional delegation representing the people of the Commonwealth of Kentucky.
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