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A RESOLUTION requesting the Kentucky Board of Medical Licensure to work with any other state government agency, private association, or any other entity or person to research malpractice insurance and make recommendations to the General Assembly.
WHEREAS, physicians provide essential medical services to Kentucky citizens, often free of charge or at a reduced cost; and

WHEREAS, physicians and other health care providers must purchase malpractice insurance to protect themselves from lawsuits resulting from a rare medical error in managing a patient's condition; and

WHEREAS, many factors influence malpractice insurance premiums, including but not limited to jury awards for malpractice lawsuits, the size and location of the medical practice, the number of insurers, the type of medical specialty, the number of malpractice claims brought against other physicians, and other economic factors influencing business decisions; and

WHEREAS, premiums for malpractice insurance are rapidly increasing across the entire United States; and

WHEREAS, the physicians of Kentucky are concerned about malpractice insurers withdrawing from the Kentucky market; and

WHEREAS, the rapid increase of malpractice insurance premiums in Kentucky affects physicians' ability to appropriately treat patients and maintain functioning medical offices; and

WHEREAS, in addition to licensing, monitoring, and disciplining physicians, the Kentucky Board of Medical Licensure also educates and, when appropriate, rehabilitates physicians to assure their fitness and competence to medical practice;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The House of Representatives requests the Kentucky Board of Medical Licensure to report by October 1, 2002 to the Interim Joint Committees on Health and Welfare, Banking and Insurance, and Judiciary on any issues or recommendations necessary that would alleviate the rising costs of medical malpractice insurance premiums in Kentucky.

Section 2.   The Kentucky Board of Medical Licensure may consult other state agencies, private associations, individuals, or national experts that would provide information relating to the rising cost of malpractice insurance premiums in Kentucky.

Section 3.   The clerk of the House of Representatives shall send a copy of this resolution to C. William Schmidt, Executive Director of the Kentucky Board of Medical Licensure, 310 Whittington Parkway, Suite 1B, Louisville, Kentucky 40222, and Danny M. Clark, M.D., President of the Kentucky Board of Medical Licensure, 349 Bogle Street, Somerset, Kentucky 42503.
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