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A RESOLUTION recognizing the month of April as Child Abuse Prevention Month.

WHEREAS, National Child Abuse Prevention Month has been observed each April since its first presidential proclamation in 1983; and

WHEREAS, approximately 3 million children are reported abused or neglected in the United States each year; and

WHEREAS, 72,276 children were reported abused or neglected in Kentucky in 2001; and

WHEREAS, child abuse is a community problem and finding solutions depends on involvement among people throughout the community; and

WHEREAS, a growing body of evidence links child abuse and neglect with harmful consequences for society; and

WHEREAS, the effects of child abuse are felt by whole communities and need to be addressed by the entire community; and

WHEREAS, effective child abuse prevention programs succeed because of partnerships created among social service agencies, schools, religious communities, civic organizations, law enforcement agencies, and the business community; and

WHEREAS, the official recognition of National Child Abuse Prevention Month by the Commonwealth of Kentucky affords child abuse prevention advocates an opportunity to coordinate their efforts and to educate the public in unison; and

WHEREAS, all citizens should become more aware of the negative effects of child abuse, become more aware of strategies for the prevention of child abuse within the community, and become involved in supporting parents to raise their children in a safe, nurturing environment;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The House of Representatives does hereby proclaim the month of April as Child Abuse Prevention Month in the Commonwealth of Kentucky, and calls upon all citizens, community agencies, religious communities, civic organizations, and businesses to increase their participation in efforts to prevent child abuse, thereby strengthening the communities in which we live.

Section 2.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is hereby directed to transmit copies of this Resolution to Ms. Carol E. Jordan, Executive Director, Governor's Office of Child Abuse and Domestic Violence Services; and to Ms. Jill Seyfred, Executive Director, Prevent Child Abuse Kentucky, 489 East Main Street, Lexington, Kentucky 40507.
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