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A RESOLUTION adjourning the House of Representatives in honor of Louis B. "Bert" Ballard.

WHEREAS, it seems appropriate from time to time for this honorable body to reflect upon the contributions of special Kentuckians who have enriched the lives of so many people; and

WHEREAS, Louis B. "Bert" Ballard, a native of Bardstown, Nelson County, Kentucky, attended Bethlehem Academy and graduated from St. Joseph Preparatory School in Bardstown, and he received his B. A. degree from Bellarmine College; and

WHEREAS, Louis B. "Bert" Ballard was the general manager of The Stephen Foster Story for twenty-eight consecutive years until his retirement in 1991, and it was through his dedication and tireless efforts that the outdoor drama received national recognition, and has become synonymous with the Kentucky Derby, mint juleps, and our Commonwealth's famous ballad and anthem, "My Old Kentucky Home," which was composed by Stephen Foster; and 

WHEREAS, throughout the years, Louis B. "Bert" Ballard has promoted tourism in Kentucky, successfully working with Kentucky's Governors and Commissioners of Parks to upgrade and enhance My Old Kentucky Home State Park, and he is fondly remembered for the enthusiasm and pride he demonstrated while promoting Bardstown's famous musical; and

WHEREAS, Louis B. "Bert" Ballard is an esteemed member of the Nelson County community where he has served on many committees and boards, including St. Joseph Parish Council, Bethlehem High School, St. Joseph Preparatory Alumni Association, Spalding Hall Civic Center board, St. Catherine College Board of Trustees, and the Bardstown Mayor's Advisory Council; and he has also served on numerous civic and governmental agencies, as director of the Kentucky Chamber of Commerce, the Governor's Advisory Commission on Tourism, the Governor's Task Force on Parks Development, and the Lincoln Heritage Trail Executive Commission; he is a charter member of the Hotel-Motel Sales Association, and a charter member of the International Association of Travel Exhibitors, and he is a member of Council 1290 Knights of Columbus and Post 121 of the American Legion; and

WHEREAS, Louis B. "Bert" Ballard is the recipient of the First Annual Mark Sumner Award by the Institute of Outdoor Drama, the first Kentucky Tourism Federation Distinguished Service award, Bardstown-Nelson County Tourism Award of Distinction, City of Louisville Ambassador of Goodwill, Kentucky Colonels Certificate of Appreciation, and he is a member of the Bardstown-Nelson County Chamber of Commerce Hall of Fame; and

WHEREAS, Louis B. "Bert" Ballard epitomizes the heart and soul of Kentuckians; he is a unique individualist who has always displayed a special touch of compassion with a spirit of concern and respect for his fellow man, his abiding love for family and friends, and his strong sense of patriotism for his country;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   This honorable body is indeed proud and honored to recognize Louis B. "Bert" Ballard, who has been a source of invincible strength to all the people who have been fortunate to know him. We applaud him for his many accomplishments, and thank him for his service to this great Commonwealth.

Section 2.   When the House of Representatives adjourns this day, it does so in honor of Louis B. "Bert" Ballard, our native son.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is hereby directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Representative Jodie Haydon for presentation to Mr. Louis B. "Bert" Ballard, and a copy to L. Darryl Armstrong, Armstrong and Associates, 455 Hilllside Trail, Eddyville, Kentucky 42038.
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