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A RESOLUTION urging that bowling be added as a letter sport by the Kentucky High School Athletic Association.

WHEREAS, bowling is currently being considered for inclusion in the Olympics as a medal sport; and

WHEREAS, in the year 2000, the sport of bowling had 53.8 million participants age six and older, according to surveys conducted by American Sports Data; and

WHEREAS, 35 percent of all bowlers are between the ages of 6 and 17, indicating an increasing interest in the sport among school-aged individuals; and

WHEREAS, various international committees are developing standards for documenting bowling scores, regulating the types of bowling balls and wood used for bowling lanes, and increasing both the skill and physical fitness needed to successfully compete in "sport bowling"; and

WHEREAS, 21,144 high schools throughout the United States have bowling teams; and

WHEREAS, 7 states currently recognize bowling as a letter sport; and

WHEREAS, bowling is the sport most frequently cited by adults surveyed that is continued by individuals as they age, providing upper body strengthening and weight-bearing exercise that helps prevent the development of osteoporosis;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The House of Representatives urges the Kentucky High School Athletic Association to recognize bowling as a letter sport to encourage greater involvement in the sport among students in Kentucky public high schools.

Section 2.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is hereby directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to the Kentucky High School Athletic Association, 2280 Executive Drive, Lexington, Kentucky 40505.
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