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A RESOLUTION adjourning the House of Representatives in honor of Clear Fork Baptist Church upon the occasion of her two hundredth anniversary on April 1, 2002.

WHEREAS, on April 1, 1802, Isaac Denton and twelve other devout Christians constituted "The Baptist Church of Jesus Christ," later to be renamed "Clear Fork Baptist Church" on Clear Fork Creek in Cumberland County, which is now Clinton County, Kentucky; her first pastor was Isaac Denton, a native North Carolinian, and he faithfully served as pastor for more than forty-five years, and upon his death in January, 1848, he had witnessed 572 people become members of Clear Fork Baptist Church; and

WHEREAS, at the time of the inception of Clear Fork Baptist Church in 1802, there were only sixteen states in the Union, the Democratic Party was one year old and the Republican Party would be formed fifty-two years later, Thomas Jefferson had just finished his first year in office as President of the United States, Daniel Boone was sixty-one years of age, Andrew Jackson was thirty-five years of age, and Martha Washington died that year; and

WHEREAS, during the first years of the church, services were conducted in private homes or other buildings until August, 1808, when church members agreed to build a meeting house, most likely a log building, and this first building was used until 1861; although there are no records, it is believed that the building was burned during the Civil War, and in 1869, a new building was erected with two later additions built and used until 1995, when it was torn down for the present building; and

WHEREAS, although the exact date of the first operation of Clear Fork School is unknown, one acre of land was set aside in 1806 for building a secular school, and church records show that the church used this building as a meeting place in their first meeting after the Civil War, and Clear Fork Baptist Church is proud to have given Clinton County her first church, as well as her first school; and

WHEREAS, Clear Fork Baptist Church was immortalized by a previous pastor, Morris M. Gaskins; in his book, "A Lighthouse in the Wilderness," he preserves the historical data on the church and the adjacent cemetery in which the remains of her first pastor, Isaac Denton; his wife; and many early members of the church are interred; and the church has also adopted "A Lighthouse in the Wilderness" as her theme; and since 1802, she has been blessed with twenty-four pastors who have demonstrated immense faith, devotion, and dedication to God and to the fellowship of Clear Fork Baptist Church; and

WHEREAS, currently comprised of 325 members, Clear Fork Baptist Church is actively involved in Foreign Missions in Africa, Australia, Bolivia, Canada, Chili, Deaf Ministries, Dominica, West Indies, Germany, Guyana, South America, Haiti, India, Marshall Islands, Mexico, Micronesia, Papua, New Guinea, Philippines, Scotland, Spain, Sri Lanka, United States Military, and Bible Distribution to Foreign Fields; and Home Missions include the Children's Home, Radio Ministry, Prison Ministries, Hispanic Ministries, and Vacation Bible Schools; and

WHEREAS, for the past two hundred years, the members and pastorate of Clear Fork Baptist Church have faithfully labored to convey the word of God and to provide spiritual guidance to those within both the congregation and community; and Pastor Bob Sawyer is to be commended for his vision and leadership abilities in leading his flock of the Clear Fork Baptist Church, and his congregation is indeed blessed to receive the peace and joy their shepherd so lovingly gives; and

WHEREAS, Clear Fork Baptist Church will, on April 7, 2002, begin a four-day memorial celebration of her two hundredth anniversary, with her congregation praising the efforts of all those associated with Clear Fork Baptist Church, who, throughout the past two hundred years, served God by serving others;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The House of Representatives is indeed proud and honored to recognize Clear Fork Baptist Church upon the occasion of her two hundredth anniversary on April 1, 2002. We wish to Clear Fork Baptist Church success in all future endeavors.

Section 2.   When the House of Representatives adjourns this day, it does so in honor of the two hundredth anniversary of Clear Fork Baptist Church.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is hereby directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Pastor Bob Sawyer, Clear Fork Baptist Church, P. O. Box 155, Albany, Kentucky 42602.
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