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A RESOLUTION urging Archbishop Thomas Kelly and the Archdiocese of Louisville to provide assistance to Holy Rosary Academy in its bid to continue its service to the Louisville community.

WHEREAS, Holy Rosary Academy was founded in 1867 by the Dominican Sisters of Saint Catherine, and merged with Spalding University in 1997; and 

WHEREAS, Holy Rosary Academy is the only all girls Catholic high school available to families in the South End of Louisville; and 

WHEREAS, in February, the board of trustees of Spalding University voted to close the school due to low enrollment and financial difficulties; and

WHEREAS, since the vote, supporters of the school have raised $800,000 and developed a plan to turn the school around; and

WHEREAS, despite community support for the school, Spalding University has refused to reconsider the decision or to sell the school to its supporters; and 

WHEREAS, as a Catholic high school in Louisville, Holy Rosary Academy is subject to the jurisdiction of the Catholic Archdiocese of Louisville; and 

WHEREAS, as Archbishop of the Archdiocese of Louisville, Archbishop Thomas Kelly has demonstrated his interest in education through his current duties as chancellor and trustee of Bellarmine College and vice chairman of the Catholic Education Foundation; and 

WHEREAS, Archbishop Kelly has also served as chairman of the board of directors of the National Catholic Education Association and, in 1996, spearheaded the very successful Endowment for Excellence, a capital campaign for Catholic education; and 

WHEREAS, Archbishop Kelly clearly maintains an interest and influence in the area of Catholic education; and 

WHEREAS, this distinguished body joins Archbishop Thomas Kelly in his great interest in the value of education and community;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   This honorable body urges Archbishop Thomas Kelly to review Spalding University's decision to close Holy Rosary Academy at the end of the 2001-2002 school year, and to urge Spalding University to reconsider this decision.

Section 2.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Archbishop Thomas Kelly, Archdiocese of Louisville, P.O. Box 1073, Louisville, Kentucky 40201-1073.
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