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A RESOLUTION adjourning the House of Representatives in loving memory and honor of Squire Baker.

With deepest respect and admiration, we pay homage and tribute to Squire Baker, and we pause in silent reverence for his soul.

WHEREAS, Squire Baker was born on March 18, 1911, a native of Oneida, Clay County, Kentucky, and longtime resident of Manchester, Kentucky, and he traversed these earthly bounds on March 24, 2002; and

WHEREAS, Squire Baker was the loving son of the late George and Lillie Hensley Baker, he was the devoted husband of Evelyn Payne Baker with whom he entered into the bonds of holy matrimony on July 25, 1947; he was the loving father of a son, Fred Baker, of Oneida, and five loving daughters, Margaret Day, Kay Garrison, and Betty Sue Smith, all of Manchester, Janet Hibbard of Lexington, and Robin Arnold of Nashville, Tennessee, and he was the proud grandfather of eleven grandchildren and four great-grandchildren; and

WHEREAS, Squire Baker graduated from the Oneida Baptist Institute in 1930, and after attending Eastern State Teacher's College, he taught school for eight years in the Clay County School system; after which time, and during the Great Depression, he joined the Civilian Conservation Corps and was assigned to a unit in California, where he worked for five dollars a month and his family was sent twenty-five dollars a month; and

WHEREAS, Squire Baker served his country with pride and distinction in the United States Air Force during World War II, and while taking part in bombing runs over Germany, his plane was shot down on December 1, 1943, where he parachuted to safety, but was then captured by the Germans as he landed, and was incarcerated at Stalag XVIIB for eighteen months, after which he was forced to march with his group 300 miles across Austria, until they were freed by the Americans; and

WHEREAS, Squire Baker was an integral part of the Clay County community where he was a loyal member and former chairman of the Fifth District Republican Party, and he was elected to the office of County Court Clerk of Clay County, serving in that capacity for thirty-six years; and

WHEREAS, Squire Baker was an active and involved citizen in the Clay County community where he was a member of the Manchester Kiwanis Club, the Board of Trustees of the Oneida Baptist Institute, the Board of Directors of the First National Bank of Manchester, a charter member of the East Kentucky Corporation, and a member of the Clay County Chamber of Commerce where he was chosen Man of the Year in 1996; and he was a member of the Veterans of Foreign Wars and the Disabled American Veterans, the American Ex-Prisoners of War organization, and the Stalag XVIIB Prisoner of War organization; and

WHEREAS, Squire Baker was a member of three Masonic organizations, and a devout member of the Manchester Baptist Church, where his funeral services were held on March 26, 2002; and

WHEREAS, the passing of Squire Baker has left a void that cannot be filled, and he is mourned across the length and breadth of the Commonwealth;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The House of Representatives does hereby express its profound sense of sorrow upon the passing of Squire Baker, and extends to his family and many friends its most heartfelt sympathy.

Section 2.   When the House of Representatives adjourns this day, it does so in loving memory and honor of Squire Baker.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is hereby directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Mrs. Evelyn Payne Baker, 94 Fox Hollow Road, Manchester, Kentucky 40962.
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