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A RESOLUTION adjourning the House of Representatives in loving memory and honor of the Reverend Monsignor George K. Bowling.

The most prominent glory of a country is in its great men. A nation's spirit and its success will depend on its willingness to learn from their example. In life we shall find many men that are great and some men that are good, but very few men that are both great and good, and the Reverend Monsignor George K. Bowling was such a man.

With deepest respect and admiration, we pay homage and tribute to the Reverend Monsignor George K. Bowling, and we pause in silent reverence for his soul.

WHEREAS, Monsignor George K. Bowling was born on November 2, 1920, a native of New Haven, Nelson County, Kentucky, and longtime resident of Metcalfe County, Kentucky, and he traversed these earthly bounds on March 9, 2002; and

WHEREAS, Monsignor George K. Bowling was the loving son of the late Nicholas and Irene Boone Bowling, and he was also preceded in death by a loving sister, Sr. Janette Bowling; he was the loving brother of two surviving sisters, Marietta Blanford of Shively, and Sr. Mary Louise Bowling of Louisville, and three loving brothers, the Reverend Monsignor Robert A. Bowling of Reno, Nevada, and Martin and Paul "Bill" Bowling, both of New Haven; and

WHEREAS, Monsignor George K. Bowling was ordained a Roman Catholic priest on May 31, 1947; and during his long and successful career as God's shepherd, he was admired for his guidance and wisdom, he demonstrated great faith and perseverance, and his flocks were indeed blessed to receive the peace and joy the Monsignor so lovingly gave; and

WHEREAS, Monsignor George K. Bowling served in the parishes of St. Benedict and St. Augustine, both in Louisville, and Our Lady of the Hills in Finley; and he opened and built  the Church of the Good Shepherd in Columbia, the Church of the Holy Redeemer in Greensburg, and Our Lady of Perpetual Help in Campbellsville, and he was instrumental in establishing community parks in Columbia, Greensburg, and Campbellsville; and

WHEREAS, Monsignor George K. Bowling spent twenty-one years of his ministry in Metcalfe County, from 1975-1996, and in Edmonton he founded and built Christ the Healer Catholic Church and established the Municipal Area Recreation Council that created M.A.R.C. Park, and because of his many years of dedicated community service, he was honored by the Edmonton-Metcalfe County Chamber of Commerce as the first recipient of the Jim C. Coleman Community Service Award in 1995; and

WHEREAS, the passing of Monsignor George K. Bowling has left a void that will be difficult to fill, and he is mourned across the length and breadth of the Commonwealth;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The House of Representatives does hereby express its profound sense of sorrow upon the passing of Monsignor George K. Bowling, and extends to his family and many friends its most heartfelt sympathy.

Section 2.   The passion, dedication, and intelligence the Reverend Monsignor George K. Bowling brought to the Commonwealth of Kentucky will never be forgotten, and his influence will continue.

Section 3.   When the House of Representatives adjourns this day, it does so in loving memory and honor of the Reverend Monsignor George K. Bowling.

Section 4.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is hereby directed to transmit copies of this Resolution to the Reverend Monsignor Robert A. Bowling, St. Theresa Church of the Little Flower, 875 East Plum Street, Reno, Nevada 89502; Sr. Mary Louise Bowling, 15 Audubon Plaza Drive, Louisville, Kentucky 40217; Mrs. Marietta Blanford, 4200 Lowe Road, Louisville, Kentucky 40299; Mr. Paul Bowling, 3540 Howardstown Road, New Haven, Kentucky 40051; Mr. Martin Bowling, 2800 Howardstown Road, New Haven, Kentucky 40051; and to Bowling Park, 1608 West Stockton Street, Edmonton, Kentucky 42129.
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