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A RESOLUTION honoring Christian pastors and priests of the Sudan who have responded to Muslim oppression with the love of Jesus Christ, and prayer for those who persecute them.

WHEREAS, religious persecution in certain Muslim fundamentalist countries in Africa and elsewhere has resulted in the kidnapping of Christian children for sale into slavery, as well as in the starvation, imprisonment, torture and death of many Christian men and women; and

WHEREAS, according to reliable reports from Christian missionary organizations working in Africa:

(a)
In Morocco, it is against the law to "proselytize" (evangelize) or to "shake the faith" of a Muslim. The Islamic government refuses to recognize any church that has Moroccan nationals as members. Christians have been imprisoned for years merely for handing out Gospel literature;

(b)
In Egypt Christians accused of "apostasy" or "proselytizing" face imprisonment and torture from the authorities, as well as kidnapping, forced conversions to Islam, rape, and murder from Islamic militants; 

(c)
In Nigeria, where Muslims are a large minority, Muslims have burned down hundreds of churches and killed thousands of Christians in recent years. Christians in the area claim that they are facing a systematic campaign to "wipe out any traces of Christianity in the northern states" of Nigeria;

(d)
In Mauritania, not only is slavery practiced but the death penalty for apostasy (converting from Islam to Christianity) is part of the penal code and is enforced by the state;

(e)
In Somalia (just before the US military went in under the auspices of the UN) the last remaining Christian church in the country was destroyed, and the last surviving minister was murdered by Muslim mobs; and

WHEREAS, the most relentless and violent persecution of the Christian faith today occurs in the Sudan; and

WHEREAS, the Sudan is the largest country in Africa and is still in the grip of the longest war of this century; and 

WHEREAS, since 1955, the Muslim Arab North has been attacking the Christians in the South; and 

WHEREAS, the current Sudanese government has declared a jihad ("holy war") against the southern Christians; and

WHEREAS, the Sudanese government's jihad has been a campaign of coercion and terror against Christians and other groups who do not bow to Islam, costing over two million lives and generating over five million internal refugees; and 

WHEREAS, more people have been killed in the Sudan than the number of victims in all of the widely reported tragedies in Rwanda, Bosnia, Somalia, and Kosovo combined; and

WHEREAS, Christians in the Sudan are being told to confess the Muslim religion or go without food, be thrown into jail, sold into slavery, or crucified; and 

WHEREAS, Human Rights Watch of New York has asked the Sudanese President Omar Hassan al-Bashir to intervene on behalf of a young pregnant Christian woman of the Dinka tribe allegedly involved in adultery, who is now sentenced to death by stoning. This woman was not represented by an attorney at trial, and the trial was conducted in Arabic, a language she did not understand; and 

WHEREAS, the U.S. Department of State Annual Report on International Religious Freedom for 1999 in the Sudan reports that: 

(a)
On July 29 and August 1, 1998, respectively, the Sudanese government arrested Catholic priests Hillary Boma and Lino Sebit and charged them with a series of bombings in Kartoum. The charges were viewed as unsubstantiated but designed to intimidate Christians. If convicted the detainees could face the death penalty and post-execution crucifixion;

(b)
Government authorities have razed approximately 30 religious buildings with bulldozers since 1990. In 1998 authorities destroyed a Catholic community building used for parish activities. Persons have been taken into slavery due in part to their Christian beliefs, and children from Christian and other non-Muslim families have been captured, sold into slavery, and forced to convert to Islam;

(c)
The U.S. Committee for Refugees and Christian Solidarity International reported that persons in peace camps were subject to forced labor and at times were pressured to convert to Islam; and

WHEREAS, this Islamic offensive of persecution against Christianity in the Sudan has not succeeded. The number of Christians in the Sudan has increased from 2% in 1955 to 20% today. And in the south, Christians now form a majority; and 

WHEREAS, Muslims are coming to Christ in the Sudan in unprecedented numbers. One commander defected with his whole battalion of government troops to the Christians in the South; and

WHEREAS, the courage and compassion of Christian leaders and the extreme harshness and cruelty of the National Islamic Front regime have caused many Muslims to turn to Christ;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   That when the Kentucky House of Representatives adjourns this 15th day of April in the year of our Lord 2002, it does so in honor of the Christian pastors and priests of the Sudan who have responded to Muslim oppression with the love of Jesus Christ, and with prayer for those who persecute them.

Section 2.   That the Clerk of the House transmit a copy of this Resolution to: His Excellency Lieutenant General Omar Hassan al-Bashir, President of the Republic of Sudan, People's Palace, P.O. Box 281, Kartoum, Sudan, Telex: 22385 PEPLC SD or 22422 KAID SD; Fax: +249 11 771 7 24; and Mahdi Ibrahim Mahammad, Sudanese Ambassador to the U.S., 2210 Massachusetts Avenue NW, Washington, DC 20008.
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