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A RESOLUTION urging the United States Army to dispose of chemical weapons at the Bluegrass Army Depot without delay.

WHEREAS, the residents of Madison County and the residents of surrounding areas, including Lexington and Fayette County, are living with the fear that 523 tons of deadly nerve and blister agent that is stored in their very backyards at Bluegrass Army Depot will inadvertently be released; and

WHEREAS, the fear of nerve gas release is very real with the knowledge that it is contained in outdated weapons that are obsolete and deteriorating; and

WHEREAS, the September 11, 2001, terrorist attack on America has ably demonstrated that terrorists are determined to kill innocent Americans by attacking American targets where the most lives can be lost; and

WHEREAS, the prospect of a terrorist attack on nerve gas storage sites is even more alarming than the prospect of the unintentional release of these deadly gasses; and

WHEREAS, in 1985, Congress ordered the Defense Department to start destroying its aging chemical weapons stocks, and

WHEREAS, despite this order, the United States Army has yet to dispose of the nerve gas weapons at Bluegrass Army Depot; and

WHEREAS, the public safety of thousands of Kentucky citizens hangs in the balance while the United States Army engages in endless debate and endless postponements;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   That the United States Army is urged to proceed with the destruction of chemical weapons at Bluegrass Army Depot in Madison County, Kentucky, without undue delay.

Section 2.   That the Clerk of the House of Representatives is directed to mail a copy of this Resolution to Donald H. Rumsfeld, Secretary of Defense, 101 Army Pentagon, Washington, DC 20310-0101; Thomas E. White, Secretary of the Army, 1000 Defense Pentagon, Washington, DC 20301-1000; Senator Mitch McConnell, 361-A Russell Senate Office Building, Washington, DC 20510; Senator Jim Bunning, 316 Hart Senate Office Building, Washington, DC 20510; Representative Edward Whitfield, 236 Cannon House Office Building, Washington, DC 20515; Representative Ron Lewis, 2418 Rayburn House Office Building, Washington, DC 20515; Representative Anne Northup, 1004 Longworth House Office Building, Washington, DC 20515; Representative Ken R. Lucas, 1237 Longworth House Office Building, Washington, DC 20515; Representative Harold Rogers, 2406 Rayburn House Office Building, Washington, DC 20515; and Representative Ernest Fletcher, 1117 Longworth House Office Building, Washington, DC 20515.
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